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As a new year dawns we are getting ready for the ne w season. Much work is being/has been put into     
preparing for this year’s courses and tournaments a nd full details of these can be found on the follow ing 

pages.  

Suffice it to say that we are at full throttle in t he office, ensuring that all our preparatory work i s in place 
ready for the various events. 

Officials’ Panels for 2010 announced  

This year’s Panels have been an-
nounced and we are delighted to wel-
come onto the Umpire Panel the follow-
ing umpires: 

John Andrews (Ireland); Ashraf Din 
(Nether lands) ;  Alex Dowdal ls 
(Scotland); Noel McCarey (Ireland); 
Dermot Ward (Ireland); James Wilson 
(Scotland). 

We are also pleased to welcome Martin 
Gray onto the Elite 
Panel . This follows 
Martin’s excellent 
progress during the 
last 2 years and we 
hope he enjoys his 
time on the top rung 
of the European 
Umpires’ ladder. 

With 54 members, 
the newest Panel —
the ICC E Scorer Panel has now been 
established, with more to follow. 

For a full list of these Panels, please 
visit our website  where the full list is 
shown.�

A Fond farewell 

 

Whilst welcoming the new umpires to our Panel we 
are sad to report that Sanjeev Kad (Finland) is 
leaving Europe and heading for Canada. Sanjeev 
has been part of the European scene for many 
years and has participated in events such as: 

European Divs.1, 2, 3, 5 

U19 Div 1: U23 Div 2 and Indoors. 

He also found time to score for Finland when not attending an event as 
an umpire. 

Sanjeev has also helped train and encourage umpires and scorers in 
Finland and he will be sorely missed by both Finland and Europe.  

We wish him well in the future—which I am sure will include umpiring in 
his new home.  

Yet again, Paul Baldwin features in the news. 
This time because he has been appointed onto 
the ECB 1st Class Reserve List for 2010. This 
means that he will be umpiring ECB County 2nd 
XI matches; Touring matches; Representative 
games; and will be on stand-by should a 1st 
Class Panel Umpire not be available to undertake 
a First Class County or Cup game.  

Paul will remain on our Elite Panel because he 
still has affiliations with Germany and is continu-
ing to umpire and tutor courses in Germany. He 
has also been placed on our Umpire Manager 
Panel in order that he can pass on his knowledge 
and experiences of the high level performance area. Good luck Paul. 

ICC European Officials Association  

With a large influx of members from the 
recent courses, the membership of the 
ICC European Officials Association has 
leapt to an impressive 

460 
Meanwhile the European membership 

of the ECB ACO continues to grow with 

264  
currently signed up. 
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Ashraf Din Alex Dowdalls Dermot Ward 
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ICC European Education Update—umpiring  

Despite it being the end of the year, when most tho ughts turn to having a rest from cricket, 6 countri es ran Level 1 Umpire 
Courses in Nov/Dec with exceptional results. 

Germany 

As well as running a course in Dusseldorf (see previous issue for full report) Hoshang Kharadi also organised one in Munich which 
Graham Cooper ran. (Results 7 passes out of 13) 

Below is a report from one of the students at that course—Desmond Bradley  

“Friday night 6pm and it was along to the One-World House for 
the first evening session of the Level 1 Umpire Training Course.  
This was in fact the third training course held in Munich over the 
years, the first being way back in 1991. I remember there were a 
large number of keen young attendees then and at least five of 
them slept in my flat being poor students at Passau University and 
not wanting to pay for b&b anywhere - one of them actually re-
ceived the highest marks in the concluding examination.  
The second training session was back in 2001 given by Paul Bald-
win who has subsequently moved up the umpiring scale. Again it 
was a well attended session but, as far as I recall, only attended by 
people local to Munich.  
So what would this third session be like? One-World House proved 
to be a very apt venue as the attendees were all local from Munich 
but came originally from Germany, England, India, Sri Lanka, Paki-
stan and Jamaica. 
You would think that with this being my third training session it should all be pretty much a case of revision and I suppose this was 
true for many of the laws. However, there have been a fair number of changes and the greater clarity which modern computing brings 
to the courses through animation which can be used to show ball trajectories, batsmen running and so on was a revelation to me. 
The material provided was top quality too.  Graham repeatedly emphasised that the objective was not just to get us to pass an exami-
nation  but more to make us better umpires by helping us to understand the laws and thus be able to apply them better. 
At times it got quite stuffy in the training room but it is a measure of the genuine interest in the 
subject that no-one dozed off during the almost twenty hours of instruction and test. Many, 
many questions were asked which is in itself extremely positive for it shows the attendees were 
neither intimidated nor afraid of being shown to be lacking in knowledge. It also reflects on the 
trainer for being able to create such an easy going atmosphere. 
Sunday evening came with the attendant examination, the first time for me where there have 
been multiple answer questions but displayed on the beamer screen. I made an absolute hash 
of this generally getting the answer but then circling the last possibility  that I had read. Conse-
quently my paper was full of crossing-outs and re-circling, giving Graham plenty to do in trying 
to decipher it. 
With Munich being recognised as the beer capital of the world we couldn’t close without pre-
senting Graham with a small krug or drinking jar as a memento for the enjoyment we all got out 
of the course.” 
 
NB (Editor) —Desmond undersells himself here—he only got one question wrong!!!!  

A colourful background with some of the 13 attendee s 

France 

Next in line was France who organised a Course in Bordeaux 
where we sent our intrepid explorer Ray Holyer. The added bonus 
to this Course was the fact that two of our ICC E Umpire Tutors 
(David Rhodes and Stephen Harrison) were able to work with Ray 
during the weekend, thus honing their own tutoring skills.  

Ray reports:  

I ran an ECBACO Level 1 Umpires Course for AFNEC in the south-
ern city of Bordeaux over the period 27th - 29th Nov 09.  I was ably 
assisted by Stephen Harrison and David Rhodes from the French 
Umpiring Federation.  A total of 16 candidates attended and 14 of 
them successfully passed the examination.  During the weekend 
course there was some deep discussions on the Laws and indeed 
the overall game of cricket. Many mis-conceptions on the Laws 
were alleviated. The course enjoyed a very good "bonding" meal 
on the Saturday evening and we all went away suitably having 
enhanced our cricket and umpiring knowledge. 

 

Desmond presenting Graham with his krug 
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ICC European Education Update—umpiring  

A busy time was had during the first weekend in December when we ran two Courses—one in Slovenia and the other in Italy 

Slovenia 

Ray reports: 

A Level 1 Umpires Course was held in the beautiful city of Ljubljana in Slovenia by Ray Holyer during the weekend of 4th - 6th Dec 09.  
Twelve candidates attended and they all achieved excellent results to pass the final examination.  The depth of the candidates’ back-
ground knowledge enabled the course to be run with a good degree of interaction, although some of the myths surrounding the Laws of 
Cricket still needed to be dispelled.  It is hoped that the knowledge gained will now be able to be transferred onto the Field of Play to 
enable umpiring levels in Slovenia to be enhanced. 

NB (Editor): In fact these guys produced the best set of results I have ever seen at any one course—either in Europe or England. Of the 
12 who took the exam—1 (Matthew Charlesworth) achieved 100%; 8 failed to achieve 100% by just 1 mark; with the other 3 only getting 
2, 4, or 5 incorrect answers. 

Italy  

For this course Keith Healey flew to Rome and spent a very pleasant weekend in the company of the Gruppo Arbitri Cricket (GIAC) 
Umpires. 

����� �	�������

I flew out from Manchester at the crack of dawn on Friday 4th December, 
arriving 2 hours and 20 minutes later.  I was met by Simone (President of 
Federazione Cricket Italia), and 30 minutes later we were at the hotel 
"Casa Bonus Pastor".   The room set aside for our course was perfect - 
large enough and with the opportunity to move the tables into position - 
with a large screen.   
I was a little sceptical about the time allocated for the first session - we 
dined at 20:00 and started the course at 21:00!  This was to allow for the 
participants travelling from various cities such as Turin and Verona.  By 
23:15, some eyelids were drooping after a long day - many had done a full 
day's work before flying in!  Accordingly, we called a halt at this point. 
Saturday started at 09:30.  We had a full and productive day.  All of the 
candidates (15 of them) had done some umpiring, so were at least familiar with the rudiments - indeed, it seemed that there was a good 
grounding in basic umpiring.  It was the fine detail of procedure and the less-frequently encountered deeds which were new to them. 
There were numerous questions, along the lines of "what if ..... ?".  Frequently, someone would ask a question which was due to be   
answered a few more minutes down the line, so I told them to wait until then.  They were certainly very eager to learn. 
Sunday was more of the same.  I took out with me a piece of cloth with the crease markings on it plus a box of balls which had been 
tampered with.  I also took a set of stumps and bails.  All of these aids proved to be worth taking as the group benefited from the       
demonstrations in which they were used. 
 Everyone seemed to have thoroughly enjoyed the experience.  It was certainly a pleasure to have presented the course to them.   
 All in all, an enjoyable working weekend. 

NB (Editor): with 14 passes out of 15 this was, indeed, a very successful course. 

Courses booked for 2010 

Level 1 Courses 

Ireland - David Caldwell - Dec 09-March 10 

Guernsey - John Mountford - Jan-March 

Scotland - Sandy Scotland - Jan-March 

Ireland - Alan Tuffery - Jan-March 

Scotland - Vic Hadcroft - Jan-March 

Ireland - Keith Smith - Feb 13-14 

Norway - Keith Healey - Feb 19-21 

Germany - Berlin - Ray Holyer - 12-14 
March 

Norway - Keith Healey - 12-14 March 

Romania - Graham Cooper - 19-21 March 

Scotland - Sandy Scotland - 20-21 March 

Germany - Hamburg - Ken Amos - April 9-11 

Level 1a 

As previously indicated the ECB ACO are considering 
a Level 1a Course that will sit between the current 
Level 1 and Level 2. 

The reason for this is that it is widely felt that there is 
too great a gap between Level 1 and Level 2 and 
those going on Level 2 are not always ready to take 
the jump between the two levels. 

From Europe’s point of view, this is good news since it 
allows us to conduct a course that is far more suited to 
our members’ needs. A full Level 2 Course is not nec-
essarily applicable to most of our members in that it 
leans towards the higher level of Premier cricket (in 
England) and prepares those umpires for 2-3 day 
matches. Since most of our members do not get in-
volved with this level/type of cricket the Level 2 is not 
really appropriate, whereas, the Level 1a, is most 
definitely, appropriate. 

More details to follow—in the next issue 

Level 2 

Having made the comments 
about Level 1a, we do recognise 
that certain members will find 
Level 2 to be appropriate and, to 
this end, we are in negotiations 
with the ECB ACO to run a Level 
2 Course in both Ireland and 
Scotland. This will be by invitation 
only, and once we have experi-
enced its value we will decide 
whether or not to offer it to other 
members.  

However, please be assured that 
places on our Panels are not 
decided on these levels of qualifi-
cation. We will recognise Level 1 
and 1a as suitable for nomination 
to our Umpire Panel. 
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ICC European Education Update—umpiring  
Cyprus  

Following on from the extremely successful ICC E WCL Div 4 held in the summer, 
Cyprus were very keen to run a Level 1 Umpire Course and the following report 
from Phil Bell (the Cyprus Umpire Representative) indicates whether or not it was a 
good idea!!! 

Phil  writes: 

On the weekend of 12th and 13th December 2009 Graham Cooper the ICC Regional 
Umpire Consultant went to one of the cricket outposts of  Europe, the Island of 
Cyprus.  

Despite the fact that it never rains in sunny Cyprus, every time ICC personal attend 
the island there is rain and on this occasion there was a thunder storm from the time 
he arrived until he left, when it promptly ceased! 

When the ICC last visited, in September, for the Division 4 Championships there was a 685% increase for rainfall for the month of September 2009. 

He was shown the 3 Cyprus grounds at Happy Valley which are a far cry from the smooth traditional grounds of Charterhouse and the First class grounds that he is 
used to! 

Graham set the room up for his PowerPoint presentation and gave instructions for luxury chocolate biscuits to be purchased for his coffee breaks! (Editor—I didn’t 
demand, I merely asked—forcefully!!!) 

The course started with a small but dedicated band of budding umpires spellbound by the opening gambits of Graham. Expertly fending off questions of ‘what about 
this’ and ‘what about that’ and ‘why is that’ and a limited amount of name dropping he duly satisfied the attendees. 

As the students got more confident, more searching questions and scenarios were put to Graham and the PowerPoint demo was flicking here and there to prove his 
points and, like an opening bat has a standard forward defensive shot, Graham came along with his stock phrase 'I'm just coming to that' and up it would pop on the 
presentation. 

On the last afternoon, as the exam arrived the tension noticeably raised in the room and some very nervous students prepared themselves for the test. However, 
Graham putting them at ease read out the questions and the exam was quickly completed  and the papers taken away to be checked and the following day all were 
notified of their results by email. 

There was a 70% pass rate with a top score of 98.53%  

More importantly the students had an excellent insight to umpiring and the traditional values of cricket and the all important Spirit of Cricket in a country that has only 
had cricket for 10 years, which now can be passed onto the players in Cyprus. 

The course run by Graham was excellent and everybody attending left with a great deal more knowledge and confidence about the running of a game of cricket. 

NB (Editor) Of the 10 exams, 7 passed with Phil being the one who got the 98%!!!) 

Portugal 

Ken Amos writes: 

Nine very keen prospective umpires, plus my hosts for the weekend Sandro and Fatima Buccimazza, were ready to get started at 6-00pm on the Friday evening. A 
good size room enabled demonstration of various cricket laws to be shown and the course was followed on the screen. There were some very good questions and all 
participated.  

Refreshments kept everyone on the ball and we carried on until quite late. 

Saturday 9-00am bright sunshine and everyone ready. The day was a long one but questions kept coming, as did the answers.  

Fatima kept the refreshments coming and we even had time to embarrass Sandro by singing happy birthday to him and sample the cake that Fatima had made him. 

Sunday 9-30am Finished the course and set up for the exam. Students, some apprehensive, some very confident. 

Exam finished, students still the same. 

All said they had enjoyed the course and had learnt a great deal. 

They are already talking of running another course in the near future. 

Again my personal thanks to Sandro and Fatima for all their hard work and looking after me so well. 

 

 NB (Editor) With 9 exams and 6 passes it was a worthwhile trip, hopefully, spurring others into taking up this 
aspect of cricket. 

Jersey 

John Edmunds and Doug Ferguson 
ran a Level 1 Course in Jersey in the 
latter part of 2009 and had               
13 students, with 10 passing the 
exam. 

Summary of 2009 

In total the Region ran the following education courses: 

 Tutor Training - 1 course - 20 attendees   Umpire Seminars - 3 seminars - 78 attendees 

 ECB ACO Level 1 - 18 courses in 15 countries - 240 attendees - 189 passes 

 Introductory Umpire Courses - 6 courses - in 4 countries - 65 attendees 

 Revision Course - 1 course - 15 attendees   Short Scorers Course - 1 course - 7 attendees 

 ICC E Introductory Scorers Course - 1 course - 14 attendees - 10 passes 

     Total number of attendees 439 
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ICC European Education Update—scoring  

ICC E Introductory Scorer Courses—booked for 2010 

Feb 14 - Cyprus  -  Graham Cooper  April 10 -Jersey - Graham Cooper  April 20 - Austria - Ray Holyer 

March 18 - Romania - Graham Cooper April 10 - Ireland - Ray Holyer 

We are extremely pleased to see that several of our members have decide to run the ICC Europe Introductory Scorer Course in 2010 
and we look forward to many more doing so in the near future. 

Initially, the course will be run by either Graham Cooper or Ray Holyer but it is envisaged that in-country tutors will do this in the future. 

Whilst we fully appreciate that there are eminently qualified Scorer Tutors in several members countries, it is paramount that they experi-
ence the way that the course is designed and run before attempting to present it themselves. To this end, we hope that these tutors will 
attend the first Scoring Course that Ray or Graham run in their country and either take the course and exam themselves, or use the 
course as a familiarisation exercise. Once they see how the course is presented then, we would hope, they will be keen to undertake 
further courses using the same presentation. 

The two illustrations shown here give you some idea of what the presentation looks like. The one on the right does not do justice to the 
actual slide, because it is, in fact, animated to show the ball moving and the batmen running.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Course is divided into 4 modules: 

Module 1 —short presentations on aspects of Law; methods of dismissal; and signals. 

Module 2 —a 5-over interactive presentation showing how the score sheet should be completed. This is done with the tutor showing how 
and where each entry is made. 

Module 3 —a 10-over scoring exercise, similar to Module 2, but with far less input from the tutor. 

Module 4 —the exam which is the 2nd innings of the match being scored in Module 3. The pass mark for the exam is 80%. 

A batsman may retire at any stage during his innings and the 
umpire will be informed of the reason

If retiring through illness, injury
or unavoidable causehe may 
resume his innings by right 
(at fall of a wicket)

“Retired - not out”

if unable to resume, for any reason, 
recorded as

LAW 2 BATSMAN RETIRINGLAW 2 BATSMAN RETIRING

15

Batsmen run

OVEROVER #  1#  1Bowler # 1Jones

Graham hits ball

ICC European Scorer Panel 

We are delighted to announce that the above Panel has been set up ready for the 2010 season. During the past few months we have 
asked member countries for nominations to this Panel and, following information being supplied by the nominees, we announced the 
Panel in January. 

As from this season, every country must provide a scorer at every tournament, and that scorer must be a member of the Panel. 

It is no longer acceptable for a manager/coach/player to undertake the role of a scorer at our events—we have recognised members 
requests for a dedicated scorer for each team and we are pleased to start the ball rolling for this season. 

The nomination process for the Panel is on-going and member countries can nominate scorers at any time. Provided that their qualifica-
tions fulfil the criteria then they will be added to the Panel.  

This, added to the above course, shows how much we value our scorers and is a positive step to them obtaining the recognition that has, 
often, been lacking in the past. 

A full list of the Panel (as it stands on the day this publication was issued) can be found on our website. 
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Miscellany  

Winner of our November Caption Contest is Bryan 
Rouse from Luxembourg who suggested (amongst 
other things): 

“While the others follow the coin, Richard focuses 
on the mad bull approaching rapidly from Third 
Man.” 

A small prize is winging its way to Bryan.  

Northern Ireland 

Hi friends 
  
Just wanted to introduce you all to a new website which went online in October 
09. I am the webmaster for the new Northern Ireland Association of Cricket     
Umpires and Scorers site. 
  
I think there is something for everyone - including a tribute to David Shepherd who 
died towards the end of 2009. 
  
We can be found at www.niacus.co.uk . 
  
Your friend from NI—Trevor Magee 

Country websites  

Most Country Boards now have websites and several of our Umpire/Officials   
Associations have either set up their own sites, or have pages on their country 
site. 

Belgium  

The official website of the Belgo-Lux Association of Cricket Umpires is now online.  

Visit www.blacu.be for: 

Umpires Forum  

The new website also comprises an Umpires Forum. Open to all BLACU members 
and affiliated cricket officials, the forum allows umpires an opportunity to discuss a 
wide range of issues from the Laws and their application to field craft and general 
on-field experiences. 

All those interested in joining the forum should either register online or contact the 
webmaster directly.  

RENEWED IMPETUS IN SWISS UMPIRING 

Swiss Federation Of Cricket Umpires holds Annual General Meeting in Bern, Swit-
zerland 

At the recent Annual General Meeting on 28th November 2009 a new executive 
committee was elected to manage umpiring and scoring affairs in Switzerland. 

Dr. Jay Singh and Mr. Paul Cawsey were re-elected as Chairman and Treasurer 
respectively, while Mr. Alex Mackay returned to the executive as Honorary Secre-
tary, replacing the incumbent Mr. Mark de Vrij. 

The Federation is expected to recapture the impetus of two years ago and revive 
the steady growth in quality and numbers of committed officials in Swiss cricket.  

Already a provisional training programme has been announced with the intention 
of attracting new umpires and scorers. And subject to the support of the ICC and 
the Swiss national governing body, activities will be held to further develop the 
small group of Swiss officials, comprising of a pre-season ACO Level 1 course 
and participation in the Umpire Exchange Programme. 

Other appointments include Miss Mira Koshy (Director of Scoring), Mr. Richard 
Thomas (Webmaster) and Mr. Ian Bond (Auditor). 

Questions:  

1. What do these scoring symbols indicate? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. If the umpire gave the following signal, what 
would you envisage would happen next?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. In an extra-ordinary innings, the batting side 
are dismissed for 0.  

All dismissals were either bowled or LBW. 

Which number batsman is left not out? 

 

No prizes—answers in the next issue. 

 .   . 
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ECB ACO Level 2 Tutor Training  

An ECB ACO Level 2 Tutor Training Course is to be held in Ireland in March with 
8 of our European Tutors in attendance. 

Alan Tuffery, David Caldwell, Keith Smith, Trevor Magee (Ireland); Sandy Scot-
land, Vic Hadcroft (Scotland); John Edmonds (Jersey); John Mountford 
(Guernsey).   

We wish them every success. 



ECB ACO have produced a new clothing catalogue and all clothing is available to their members. 

The photos here show the type of clothing available and a full catalogue is available from the ECB 
ACO website. 

If you are not already a member then please consider joining - the insurance alone is worth the mem-
bership fee. Please visit: 

http://www.ecb.co.uk/ecb/ecb-association-of-cricket-officials/ 
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ECB ACO News 

ECB have amended their Fast Bowling Directives  for 2010 and this will have 
an affect on our tournaments. 

Basically they have changed the number of overs each bowler is allowed to 
bowl, along with making recommendations as to how many times in a week a 
bowler should bowl.  

The new Directives are shown here and we would ask that you all adopt them in 
your local cricket, so that the players are aware of what to expect in our tourna-
ments. The card (shown here) will be sent to all ECB ACO Members. If any 

non ACO members would like one please would they contact their local Umpire 
Representative. We will then send that person the requisite number to distribute. 


