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EUROPEAN TOURNAMENTS EXPAND IN 2009

The Pepsi ICC European Develop-
ment Programme has announced its
most extensive tournament schedule
to date which will see at least 28
European nations compete in 11
tournaments throughout July, August
and September next year.

In line with the expansion of the
Pepsi ICC World Cricket League, the
Europe region has added a fifth divi-
sion to its senior tournament pro-
gramme so that all 30 of its member
countries will now have the chance to
progress into the Pepsi ICC World
Cricket League and qualify for the
ICC Cricket World Cup.

Divisions 3, 4 and 5 will be hosted by
Spain, Cyprus and Greece respec-
tively and it will be the first time that
Cyprus and Greece will host a re-
gional ICC event. Their inclusion as
hosts has led to the extension of the
European cricket season into Sep-
tember thanks to their milder Mediter-
ranean climates.

The three senior tournaments will be
played in round robin format and the
end result will be automatic promo-
tion and relegation for the first and
last place teams respectively. The
only exception to this rule is for the
winner of Division 3 who will face a
play-off against Croatia for promotion
into Division 2 in 2010.

The women’s tournament programme
has been expanded to include an
U/17 championship to give the junior
national sides from Ireland, the Neth-
erlands and Scotland their first ex-
perience of international competition.
This event will take place in the Neth-

erlands at the end of July and a week
later the senior women’s sides from
the same countries will travel to Dublin,
Ireland for the senior championship.
For the first time a Twenty20 round
robin with follow the longer format of
the game in both of the women’s
championships.

There is also a busy junior programme
made up of U/15 Divisions 1 and 2,
U/17 Division 1 and U/19 Divisions 1
and 2. The season gets underway on
the 14th July with the U/19 World Cup
Qualifier in Jersey. The top two coun-
tries from this tournament will progress
to the Global U/19 Cricket World Cup
Qualifier in late 2009, and ultimately to
the U/19 CWC in Kenya in February
2010.

A full 2009 event list for ICC Europe
can be found on page 3.

ICC launches Centenary

ICC Chief Executive Haroon Lorgat
recently launched the global govern-
ing body’s centenary year with a sim-
ple message: “Cricket is a game that
gets plenty right, has plenty to cele-
brate and has plenty to look forward
to.”

Mr Lorgat said the ICC faced ongoing
challenges as it moved into its second
hundred years of existence. But he
believed the international game’s
three formats, its medium-term finan-
cial security and the emergence of a
new generation of leading players, as
well as the evidence of history and the
great spirit in which cricket was
played and enjoyed by millions of
people across the world, were all
reasons for the game to wear a col-
lective smile of pride.

The ICC’s centenary year of 2009 is
intended to be a global celebration
with events taking place around the
world to reflect all that is great about
the game.

Keep up to date with events via the
ICC’s centenary year website:
www.catchthespirit.com
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EUROPEAN ACADEMY SELECTIONS

The Pepsi ICC European Development Pro-
gramme has announced the names of thirteen
of Europe’s finest young cricketers who will
travel to South Africa in February to take part
in the seventh annual ICC European Acad-
emy.

The lucky thirteen, all aged between 17 and
23, originate from five European countries —
Denmark, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands and
Scotland.

After the successful relocation of the 2008
Academy out of Europe to Mumbai in India,
the Academy will once again be held over-
seas, but this time at Sahara Oval St George’s
Park in South Africa.

Based in Port Elizabeth, St George’s Park is
the oldest Test ground in South Africa and the
sixth oldest in the world. It is thus steeped in
history but at the same time, as a current in-
ternational venue, its infrastructure, particu-
larly its cricket facilities, is world class.

In addition to a wide range of specialist
coaches and support staff that will be on hand
at St George’s Park, the Academy players will
be accompanied from Europe by a highly
qualified coaching team led by Academy Di-
rector, ICC Regional Performance Officer,
Philip Hudson. The team includes ECB'’s Head
of Elite Coach Development Gordon Lord,
former Ireland coach Adrian Birrell and former
England seam bowler Richard Johnson.

Of the five countries represented in the Acad-
emy squad, Ireland and the Netherlands have
the highest representation, each with four
players selected for the two week long training
camp.

Ireland’s four are Chris Dougherty, Gavin
McKenna, Paul Stirling and Greg Thompson,
all of whom who have worked their way up
through the Ireland ranks and have now bro-
ken into the senior national squad. They trav-
elled with the Ireland U/19 squad to Malaysia
earlier in the year to compete in the 2008 ICC
U/19 Cricket World Cup where they defeated
Zimbabwe in the play-off for 13th place.
Thompson, who captained that side, has 14
senior Ireland caps.

The Netherlands’ four are Timothy Gruijters,
Maurits Jonkman, Gert Maarten-Mol and Les-
ley Stokkers. All performed for their country in
ICC European Championships at all age
groups up to U/23 and now aspire to become
regulars in their full national sides. In doing so
they will follow in the footsteps of Alexei
Kervezee who is himself a graduate of the
2005 ICC European Academy and went on to
sign a contract with Worcestershire CCC and
compete for the Netherlands in the 2007 ICC
Cricket World Cup.

The selection also includes three players from
Scotland - Ryan Flannigan, Andrew Hislop
and Sean Weeraratna.

Rizwan Mahmood of Denmark and Gayshan
Munasinghe of Italy, both of whom have rep-
resented their national sides, are the final two
Europeans to make up the 13.

Commenting on the selection, Academy Di-
rector Philip Hudson said, “All of these tal-
ented young cricketers have the potential to
become regulars for their national teams in
the near future and we hope to see some
competing at the highest level in 2009. We
want to give each of these players the best
support possible so that they can work inten-
sively on improving their game before the
2009 season begins.”

He added “With many of our Associate and
Affiliate sides participating more frequently on
the international stage, it is essential that
these players are given opportunities to learn
to play on different types of surfaces and in
different climates so that are ready to face the
challenges ahead.”

The Academy will take place from 24th Febru-
ary to 5th March and the programme will con-
sist of five days of practice followed by three
matches against a variety of opposition includ-
ing a Nelson Mandela University XI.

The ICC European Academy Squad 2009

Rizwan Mahmood Denmark
Chris Dougherty Ireland
Gavin McKenna Ireland

Paul Stirling Ireland
Greg Thompson Ireland
Gayshan Munasinghe Italy
Timothy Gruijters Netherlands
Maurits Jonkmann Netherlands
Gert Maarten-Mol Netherlands
Lesley Stokkers Netherlands
Ryan Flannigan Scotland
Andy Hislop Scotland
Sean Weeraratna Scotland

Pepsi ICC Development
Programme Awards
2008

The ICC has announced details of the annual
Pepsi ICC Development Programme Awards
for 2008.

This is the seventh year of the awards, which
form part of the ICC’s commitment to promot-
ing excellence in cricket development. The
awards are designed to recognise exceptional
performance and service to the game in ICC
Associate and Affiliate Member countries.

There are a total of eight awards across a
range of country and individual categories.
Nominations are initially considered on a re-
gional basis with the various winners then
progressing to the global stage.

The format of this year’'s awards is similar to
previous years with all 2008 nominations be-
ing submitted to ICC regional offices by 10
February. Regions will select and announce
the respective regional winners by 1 March
with these then also put forward for the global
judging process that will take place during
March. Winners will be announced on 31
March.

A prize of US$2,000-worth of equipment goes
to the global winners in each of the following
six categories:

® Best Overall Cricket Development
Programme

® Best Women'’s Cricket Initiative
®  Best Junior Cricket Initiative

® Best Cricket Promotional and Marketing
Programme

®  Photo of the Year
. Best Spirit of Cricket Initiative in

Partnership with UNAIDS and UNICEF

In addition, US$1000-worth of equipment for
their local club or association will be presented
to the winner of the following two awards:

®  Volunteer of the Year

® |ifetime Service Award

Visit www.icc-europe.org to submit your
nominations using the online form.
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ICC EUROPE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2009

27 March TBA
27 March-18 April
9-15 April

17-19 April

18-24 April

9 May TBA

17-23 May

22 May

5-21 June

20-26 June

23 June

14-20 July

19-24 July

27-30 July

27July — 1 August
3-6 August

3-9 August

11-13 August

European Cricket Committee

ICC World Cup Qualifier

European Centre of Excellence

Referees and Umpires Conference
European Women’s Academy

European President’s Day

Pepsi ICC WCL Division 7

ECC Board

ICC World Twenty20

ICC Annual Conference

ECC AGM

ICC European U19 WCQ Division 1 Championship
ICC European U15 Division 1 Championship
ICC European Women'’s U17 Championship
ICC European U17 Division 1 Championship
ICC European Women's Championship

ICC European U19 Division 2 Championship
ICC European A Team Championship

Lord’s

South Africa

La Manga, Spain
Lord’s

La Manga, Spain
Lord’s

Guernsey

Lord’s

England

Lord’s

Lord’s

Jersey

Scotland

the Netherlands
Ireland (Belfast)
Ireland (Dublin)
Belgium

the Netherlands
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Introducing Karoline Cheung

We are pleased to welcome Karoline Cheung to the team as Projects & Com-
munications Officer, replacing Susan Lowrey who has decided to pursue a
career in teaching.

Karoline has joined the ICC team after almost three years with video analysis
software company, siliconcoach. During this time, Karoline managed the ECB,
MCC, and ICC Europe accounts and was responsible for providing technical
and training services to national, county, and development level coaches
around the UK.

Karoline holds a Masters degree in Sports Biomechanics and previously held
research roles at Adidas Sports Medicine and Auckland University of Technol-
ogy in New Zealand. After moving to the UK in 2003 she worked on a number
of web projects at the National Sports Medicine Institute followed by Great
Ormond Street Hospital. A keen sports fan, Karoline can be found playing touch
rugby, ultimate frisbee, indoor netball, and rock climbing when the London
weather allows. N

European Elite Umpires Gain Recognition

ICC Europe are pleased to offer many congratulations to Niels Bagh (Denmark)
and lan Ramage (Scotland), two of the regions Elite Umpires who have been
promoted onto the ICC Associate & Affiliate International Panel for 2009 and
wish them every success in their new roles.

They now join Paul Baldwin on this Panel, giving Europe 3 umpires on the
small Panel of 10.

The inaugural Associate and Affiliate International Umpires Panel was formed
in June 2006. It superseded the ICC Associate and Affiliate Panel, created in
2005, and serves as the pinnacle for umpires from non-Test playing Members,
with selection achieved through each of the five Pepsi ICC Development Pro-
gramme Regional Umpires Panels. Members of the Associate and Affiliate
International Umpires Panel are eligible for appointments to ODIs involving ICC
Associate Members, ICC Intercontinental Cup matches and other Associate
and Affiliate tournaments. High-performing umpires may also be considered for
other ICC events, including the ICC U/19 Cricket World Cup.

Luxembourg 2008 League Trophy

Once again there is a new name of the LCF League Trophy, as the 2008 sea-
son was won by the Duck & Ferrets CC. Though they lost their last match of
the season, they did not need to chase the mammoth target and were content
to accumulate the bonus points they needed to take the title.

WOCC started briskly as Heath passed 100 and Burleigh got to 50 in rapid
fashion. Looking at a scoreboard reading 311 for 4 made for a sobering experi-
ence. Any thoughts of going all out for the win were rightfully shelved. As Dave
Chapman and John Sheldon strode out to bat, the 9 points we still needed
looked a long way off. D&F started comfortably enough, and after some early
calling issues, a solid base was set. Whereas WOCC's innings was Twenty-20
in style, D&F played a classical test-style innings, respecting the good ball and
dispatching the bad. When time was called the scoreboard read 192 for 1, with
Brad Mole on 80 and Dave just six short of another ton. John Sheldon was 35
overs at the crease for a duck - quite possibly another record of sorts.

A more formal presentation was made later when the newly engraved cup was
presented by the former mayor of the Walferdange Commune who have been - + - . Va
generous to the sport of cricket for over 25 years. & 0 + -1
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ICC Associate Members
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Crazy Catch: An Invaluable
Training Aid

Crazy Catch is a reaction trainer rebound net
with a difference. A ‘sane side’ provides the
player with a typical predictable ball rebound,
an ‘insane side’ produces an unpredictable
ball return similar to the sort of swirling, dip-
ping, swerving catches players are often
faced with whilst playing ball sports.

Distributed in the UK by Flicx, Crazy Catch
was invented by Andrew Sinclair, son of ex
New Zealander cricketer lan Sinclair, and is
endorsed by Dr Sherylle Calder Vision Eye
Specialist Coach for the British Olympic
Squad:

“Visual performance and motor skill develop-
ment is highly trainable and Crazy Catch is
fantastic for developing these skills.

“I have been using Crazy Catch with World
Cup Winners, Olympians and elite athletes
since 2001. Crazy Catch is a complete con-
venient package across a range of skill ar-
eas.”

Grant Compton, fithess coach with the South
Africa cricket team has also incorporated
Crazy Catch as part of the Protea’s fitness
routine. Compton who puts Graeme Smith,
Makhaya Ntini and others through their paces
believes that in order to motivate players to
sustain the high levels of fitness required for
international cricket, it is important to make
training routines as enjoyable and varied as
possible.

“We've started using Crazy Catch in our pre-
match warm ups,” Compton explains. “It

helps the guys focus on their hand-eye coor-
dination in the first instance, but we also use
it to make warm-ups more competitive.”

Compton adds: “It's also important that
players are practicing the actions and skills,
and preparing the muscles they will be using
during the game.

“Crazy Catch has proved invaluable in help-
ing me design these sorts of routines and
plays an important part in our pre-match
routines.”

»?“cr'azgcatchl

For further information about Crazy Catch
contact Richard Beghin, Managing Director
of Flicx at 01295816765 or email

ricx@flicx.com

Alternatively visit the website at
www.crazycatch.com or www.flicx.com/uk
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Pepsi ICC European Development European Development Manager European Performance Officer European Project Officer Accounts Officer (P/T)

Programme Richard Holdsworth

Philip Hudson Louise Kent

Denise Farrell-O’'Neill

ICC Europe Office richard.holdsworth@icc-europe.org  philip.hudson@icc-europe.org louise.kent@icc-europe.org denise.oneill@icc-europe.org

The Clock Tower +44 (0)20 7616 8637
Lord’s Cricket Ground

London

NW8 8QN

T: +44 (0)20 7616 8635

F: +44 (0)20 7616 8634
enquiries@icc-europe.org

+44 (0)20 7616 8636 +44 (0)20 7616 8638

European Development Officer European Projects and

ICC Affiliate Members

Umpires Consultant (P/T)

John Stock Communications Officer Graham Cooper

john.stock@icc-europe.org Karoline Cheung

+44 (0)20 7616 8759 karoline.cheung@icc-europe.org +44 (0)20 7616 8633
+44 (0)20 7616 8639

graham.cooper@icc-europe.org
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