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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS ANNOUNCED 

ICC Europe recently announced the 
European regional winners of the 
annual Pepsi ICC Development Pro-
gramme Awards for 2009. 

Cricket Espana was awarded the 
Best Overall Cricket Development 
Programme Award, the first time 
since 2002 that an Affiliate Member 
has received the top award. Run 
predominantly by volunteers, Spain’s 
national cricketing programme has 
grown dramatically in recent years 
with 2009 seeing a significant in-
crease in the number of junior and 
school development programmes 
initiated.  

The prestigious Lifetime Service 
Award was awarded to Folmer 
Christiansen of Denmark in recogni-
tion of his 37 years of dedicated ser-
vice as Chairman of the Herning 
Cricket Club, whilst James (Jim) Ben-
nett of Ireland was awarded Volun-
teer of the Year for his tireless ser-
vices to the development of youth 
cricket and cricket coach education 
over the last decade.  

Germany’s cricketing association 
Deutsche Cricket Bund (DCB) was 
awarded Best Women’s Cricket Initia-
tive for their comprehensive calendar 
of cricketing events for girls and 
women throughout 2009. Germany 
also took home the best Junior 

 

Above:  Photo of the Year, taken by Rob O’Conor of Ireland   
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Cricket Initiative for their staging of the 
Bavaria Cup, an indoor tournament 
featuring 19 teams from five European 
countries. 

The Spirit of Cricket Award was 
awarded to the Israel Cricket Associa-
tion’s Cross Border Cricket Pro-
gramme which introduced cricket as a 
means of bringing together Jewish and 
Bedouin children in the Negev Desert 
to promote co-existence and tolerance 
amongst those caught up in the Israel-
Arab conflict. 

This year’s winners of the Best Promo-
tion and Marketing Programme was 
the Estonian Cricket Association (ECA) 
for their successful filming of a cricket 
documentary which was broadcast 
nationwide as part of a current affairs 
programme resulting in a 300% in-
crease in ECA membership soon after. 
The number of registered local Esto-
nian players now outnumbers expat 
players in the country. 

The Photo of the Year was taken by 
Rob O’Connor of Ireland.  In the win-
ning photo, Leinster Province players 
celebrate the match-winning run out of 
West Glamorgan's opening batsman in 
the U13 Welsh District Championships. 

The photograph sums up what youth 
cricket is all about: enthusiasm, enjoy-
ment and friendship. 

ICC Regional Development Manager, 
Richard Holdsworth commented: 
“These very well deserved awards are 
in recognition of the great work which 
is going on in our Associate and Affili-
ate member countries.  The passion 
and enthusiasm for the game contin-
ues to increase and most of the pro-
grammes and initiatives have been 
organised by dedicated volun-
teers.  We hope these special awards 
will encourage others to get involved 
in our great game.”  

Below:  Jim Bennett 
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IRELAND THROUGH TO ICC WORLD TWENTY20 & 
U19’S PLACED 10TH IN U19 CRICKET WORLD CUP 

www.icc-europe.org 

ously great to be getting back out to the West 
Indies, the people are great out there, they 
love their cricket and it’s a great atmosphere 
when you’re out there playing cricket. We had 
great support out there the last time which 
helped as it was our first major global event 
and we now looking forward to getting back 
out there and getting the same kind of sup-
port.” 

 

IRELAND U19 FINISH 10TH 
IN ICC CWC 
Ireland U19 finished 10th, their best ever plac-
ing - in the ICC U19 Cricket World Cup in New 
Zealand. 

Ireland were comprehensively beaten by 195 
runs by a strong Bangladesh side in the Plate 
Championship final at McLean Park in Napier. 
 
Set an ambitious target of 307 for 8, Stuart 
Thompson (20) and Paul Stirling (11) both 
attacked initially, and at 35 for 1 after six 
overs, it looked respectable. Alas that became 
39 for 5 in quick time, as Alauddin Babu (3-
33) removed Stirling, Balbirnie (lbw again first 
ball), and Shannon in the space of 22 balls. 
 
Ben Ackland (34) and Graham McDonnell 
(31) top scored for the Ireland team but a final 
total of 112 left them well short of their target. 
 
Bangladesh finished the competition in 9th 
place with Ireland taking the 10th position out 
of 16 competing teams.  Ireland’s previous 
position at the 2008 event was 13th. 

Ireland’s Captain Andrew Balbirnie was phi-
losophical about the outcome of the match, 
but was pleased with the team’s overall per-
formance in the tournament. “It was an 
achievement for us to reach the Plate Cham-
pionship final. But Bangladesh on the day was 
too good,” he said.  

Ireland’s Paul Stirling (below) made one of the 
5 centuries of the tournament with a score of 
114  v USA. 

Ireland and Afghanistan have completed the 
line-up for the ICC World Twenty20 2010 
which will take place in the West Indies from 
30 April to 16 May. 

The qualifying tournament, which recently took 
place in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), has 
resulted in Ireland and Afghanistan both mak-
ing their way to the Caribbean to join the 10 
Full Members in the 17-day festival of thrill-a-
minute cricket. 

For Afghanistan it will be the first time it has 
made it to the finals of a major ICC tourna-
ment and to qualify winners; just highlights 
their remarkable journey. Ireland is a much 
more familiar name having competed in the 
most recent ICC World Twenty20 in England 
and also in the ICC Cricket World Cup 2007, 
the last time a global ICC event took place on 
the Caribbean’s shores. The West Indies will 
hold many pleasant memories for Ireland fans 
as their team made it to the Super Eight stage 
in that event three years ago. 

Earlier, in what were essentially semi-finals, 
Afghanistan overcame the challenge of the 
UAE in a thrilling finish by four wickets with 
just three balls to spare and in the second 
match Ireland beat the Netherlands by 65 
runs. 

Once his side had secured qualification Ire-
land captain and ICC Associate Player of the 
Year 2009 William Porterfield could not hide 
his delight. 

“It’s great for us and the lads are on a bit of a 
high. I think we showed some great character 
to fight back after losing the first game of the 
tournament (against Afghanistan).” he said.  
“We obviously talked about who we thought 
would qualify at the beginning of the tourna-
ment and who the main competitors were and 
Afghanistan have played great cricket 
throughout the tournament and fair play to 
them, I am happy for Afghanistan.  It’s obvi-

CATALUYNA CC TOUR   
MOROCCO 
The Morocco tour started on the 4th of Febru-
ary in the town of Sale. This was the inaugural 
tour taken by a mainland Spanish club to Mo-
rocco and Catalunya Cricket Club proved to 
be great ambassadors for Cricket España. 

The first match of the tour was against the 
club side Morocaine in a Twenty20 contest. 
Cataluyna won the toss and batted first scor-
ing a respectable total of 143 for 7 off their 
allocated overs. In reply the home side got off 
to a slow start and in losing 3 quick wickets 
they never really threatened to surpass the 
Cataluyna total.  

The second tour match saw the local club 
Sale entertain Cataluyna in a 40 over game. 
Yet again the Moroccan team found the Cata-
lans bowling too hot to handle and struggled 
to post a good total. Man of the match was 
Nissar Ahmed as the "Cats" made it two wins 
out of two. 

The last match of the tour was against the 
Moroccan National side. This was the first 
time in two years that Morocco had played a 
touring team and the match was watched by 
the respective ambassadors of the United 
Kingdom, Bangladesh and South Africa, as 
well as some local heads of sport. 

A sizeable side came out to cheer the locals 
but Cataluyna won the toss for the third time in 
a row and again chose to bat.  With the loss of 
the first wicket the Catalans went into freefall 
and had a mini-collapse losing 3 quick wick-
ets. Once again, as in the previous game, the 
middle order rescued the visitors to see them 
finally finish with a score of 233 for 8 off 40 
overs. The Morrocans in reply struggled to 
cope with the Catalan bowling attack but bad 
light interrupted the proceedings and the 
game was called off by the umpires early with 
the home team well behind the scoring rate.  
The Catalans were awarded the game by the 
umpires to complete an unbeaten tour of the 
North African country. 

�

�

�

Above:  Ireland’s Alex Cusack receives his 
Player of the Tournament Award from Moham-
med Abbas 
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BRIAN O’ROURKE 
JOINS CRICKET        
IRELAND STAFF 
Cricket Ireland have announced another im-
portant advance in its coaching structure with 
the appointment of Brian O’Rourke as Lein-
ster Development Manager.  

Cricket Operations Director Mark Garaway 
said: “We want to make the coaching role in 
Leinster consistent with everywhere else. 
We’ve got Jim Doran who is the Munster De-
velopment Manager, and Tim Simmonite and 
Ryan Eagleson in the North. Tim is working 
with club development, and Ryan with talent 
identification.”  

“By bringing Brian under the Cricket Ireland 
umbrella there are benefits for both parties, 
and it’s a win-win situation as far as Irish 
cricket is concerned. Brian has done some 
brilliant work over the past 11 years, particu-
larly in the area of player development. You 
only have to look at the Under 19 World Cup 
squad to see the results of some his hard 
work.”  

“His role isn’t going to change a great deal – 
all the initiatives that he’s carried out in his 
time with Leinster cricket, we’re just going to 
link them up a little bit better, and make it 
more strategic. That way all the considerable 
effort that he’s put in will bring considerable 
dividends for Irish cricket.”  

O’Rourke is delighted to be joining the Cricket 
Ireland staff saying: ”It’s a great move for me, 
and gives me the opportunity to continue the 
work that I’ve been carrying out since I started 
work with the Leinster Cricket Union.” “I’m 
very proud of my work introducing cricket to 
schools – from nothing up to 100 primary 
schools as part of the ‘school coaching visit' 
programme. The better schools play in the 
newly established Leprechaun Cup, which is a 

 

The KNCB (Royal Dutch Cricket Board) have 
announced its first professional playing con-
tracts and player agreements (17 in all) for 
Dutch Cricket in the history of the game as the 
national team departed for its forthcoming ICC 
World T20 qualifying tournament in UAE.  

Thanks to funding from the ICC High Perform-
ance Programme, the KNCB have awarded 3 
full time contracts (Category A) to Team Cap-
tain Peter Borren as well as Tom de Grooth 
and Eric Szwarczynski. County player agree-
ments (Category B) have been accepted by 
County Cricketers Ryan Ten Doeschate and 
Alexei Kervezee whilst the remainder of the 
squad have all signed part-time player agree-
ments (Category C) due to their commitments 
elsewhere either with jobs or emerging profes-
sional careers.  

Commenting on the process Chief Executive 
Richard Cox said “We have different catego-
ries of contracts, so that there are options and 
opportunities for those in careers, those play-
ing county cricket in the UK, and those not 
established yet or emerging. The contracts are 
also designed to be flexible to allow some to 
progress full-time with their cricket and coach-
ing whilst others will be focused on their 
county commitments and careers in the Neth-
erlands.” 

National Coach Peter Drinnen observed “It’s 
another step forward in semi-professionalizing 
the squad and in general the squad and I will 
benefit from full-access to each other in train-
ing and preparation leading through to the 
World Cup” 

Full time contracted Captain Peter Borren “We 
are looking forward to having more opportunity 
to devote time to the Netherlands team in a 
truly exciting 13 months for Dutch Cricket” 
whilst Daan van Bunge who has opted for a 
part–time contract due to his intended career 
progressions outside of cricket said “This was 
a much needed necessary step in view of the 
full programme. Also the Netherlands is now 
following other countries in professionalizing 
the set-up. This way competing at the highest 
possible level becomes a step closer as the 
core of the team improves its cricket.” 

 

The List of players is as follows -  

Category A – Full Contracts (3)  – Peter 
Borren / Eric Szwarczynski / Tom de Groot  

Category B – County Player Agreements 
(2) – Ryan Ten Doeschate / Alexei Kervezee  

Category C – Part Time Agreements (12)  – 
Mudassar Bukhari, Atse Buurman, Tim Grui-
jters, Mark and Maurits Jonkman, Mohammed 
Kashif, Ruud Nijman, Edgar Schiferli, Pieter 
Seelaar, Nick Statham, Daan van Bunge and 
Bas Zuiderent  

hard ball competition for 32 Primary schools.”  

“I’ve also been heavily involved in taking 
cricket into ‘non traditional’ areas, including 
many Gaelscoil (Irish-speaking schools). At 
Secondary school level, I continue to offer 
advice to PE teachers and assist with the 
continuing upgrading of playing and practice 
facilities.”  

O’Rourke has been instrumental in the suc-
cessful Leinster Underage coaching pro-
gramme for boys from Under 11 through to 
Under 19, along with girls Under 11 through to 
Under 17 throughout the winter.  

He has big plans for 2010 - he continues to 
grow the Leinster touring programme, with six 
tours planned to various tournaments in Eng-
land. In the area of Coach Education – he will 
continue to offer courses for our coaches to 
attend and gain valuable knowledge, with 
more than 60 coaches a year going through 
this programme.  

 His work is not confined to Ireland and the UK 
– he has run four training camps In Mumbai 
for the more talented Leinster players, and he 
has developed extensive links with South 
Africa. As part of that link, eight boys travel 
there for a ten-week period as part of their 
transition year studies. Indeed Andrew Bal-
birnie was one of the more recent beneficiar-
ies of this initiative.  

O’Rourke concluded by saying: “ I have estab-
lished links with the provincial Boards in South 
Africa, and have an Under-15 tour there 
planned for February 2011. In addition, we 
have developed close ties with both Middlesex 
and Warwickshire, bringing a number of play-
ers over for coaching and playing opportuni-
ties.   

“On the domestic front, I’m particularly keen to 
help new clubs form and enter the Leinster 
leagues – at the moment I’m assisting Adams-
town, Dundalk and Clonnee, and hopefully 
there will be many more. I’d love to hear from 
potential new clubs – my email is 
brian.rourke@irishcricket.org”  

Below:  Brian O’Rourke 
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DUTCH ANNOUNCE PLAYING CONTRACTS 
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 LATEST NEWS FROM DENMARK 

ECB Level 1 Course                   
Vejle Sports School 
Fourteen coaches from twelve clubs de-
scended upon the Jutland town of Vejle in 
early December to complete their initial ECB 
Level 1 Coach training at the fantastic facili-
ties at the Vejle Sports School. The ECB 
coaching structure is a part of the new devel-
opment drive within Danish cricket, and it was 
good news for all fourteen participants as 
they all passed the newly structured course. 

The course was led by ICC Europe field 
based trainer David Gelling, and he was as-
sisted by new Danish National Coach and 
Development Manager Simon Talbot. The 
fourteen participants were led through a great 
variety of skills over the weekend, the empha-
sis always being on ”What to Coach and How 
to Coach”. Many areas were covered in great 
detail, skills, drills and plenty of games for the 
newly qualified coaches to take back to their 
clubs, they were also instructed in safety, 
organisation, demonstrations and of course 
making it all fun, all components of the new 
ECB coaching philosophy. 

The DCF is planning on running further 
courses over the coming months, a level 1 
and 2 are both in the pipeline for the national 
centres in Copenhagen. The DCF Develop-
ment team is also very keen to begin the 
accompanying ECB workshops over the com-
ing months, as well as its ongoing developing 
plan to get cricket out into the schools 
through the teachers themselves. 

Finally a big thank you to Ole Roland at DCF 
for organising the weekend venue, Vejle 

Sports School for the very hospitable stay, 
David Gelling and all at ICC Europe for making 
the course possible, and of course the coaches 
themselves! We are all looking forward to meet-
ing you out in the field and the next set of 
courses we have planed. 

 

Girls Cricket continues to flourish 
in Esbjerg 
The Danish National Women’s Development 
Programme (DNWDP) continued along its ever 
increasing way with a further weekend training 
camp in Esbjerg, Jutland. Sixteen girls took part 
in varied activities over the weekend, technical, 
tactical, physical and ”Life-Style ” activities were 
covered by Esbjerg coach Peter Banke, as well 
as some of the newly acquired skills on the 
recent Level 1 course in Vejle. Afternoons were 
spent participating in the newly formed indoor 
league competition and competition proved 
fierce as both Esbjerg and Fredericia battled it 
out for honours. All in all a great weekend was 
had by all participants and the girls are now all 
really looking forward to their visit to Oldenburg 
in Germany where they will compete against 
sides from the host nation, Belgium and Hol-
land. The Danish Squad consits of:- 

Anne, Line, and Camilla  Østergaard, Fredericia 
CC, Rikke Thomsen, Dorte Thuesen, Zealand, 
Katrine Brock, Charlotte Pallesen, Venesa 
Flensburg, Esbjerg CC. 

 

Danish Bank Cup U13 Regional 
Tournament in Køge 
The thirty third Danish Bank indoor cricket com-

petition again saw some fantastic cricket - 
2220 runs, and 114 wickets in all! Again this 
latest competition was split into two groups, 
Køge and Svanholm Cricket Clubs coming out 
on top, but again more importantly for Danish 
cricket, the number of participants and level of 
play was very encouraging to see. Svanholm 
were the eventual winners of a very high scor-
ing Final, and Hussain Shah was voted player 
of the tournament for his consistent perform-
ances throughout the day. 

 

…..and not to forget the U10’s! 
The first of the Zealand Miniputt (U10’s) has 
also taken place recently, nine teams from 
around the Copenhagen area participated in 
an open day’s cricket organised and hosted by 
Hvidovre CC in Copenhagen. The boys and 
girls played Round-Robin cricket all day, there 
were no winners, only the game itself!  
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�� The top three teams at the U13 Regional Tournament in Koge 
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Germany’s ‘Adopt a School’ Programme Underway 

German cricket development in schools took another significant step forward 
when 16 sports teachers from North Rhine Westphalia attended an in-service 
course on cricket held at the Ernst Moritz Gymnasium in Bonn, NRW.  The 
course was under the leadership of Ben Das, who had the invaluable help of 
Katrin Maetzel of Bonn Puetzdem Gymnasium in getting the teachers together 
for a day of cricket.     

After a brief introduction, the teachers got straight into the practical aspects of 
the game.  They soon discovered that cricket can exercise a great many skills, 
throwing, running, catching, hitting a ball etc. which would bring benefits in an 
enjoyable way to their pupils in school sport sessions.  What is more, the 
sports teachers showed a natural aptitude themselves for the key skills in the 
game - this bodes well for the future development of the game in Germany.   

All the teachers left the course keen to introduce cricket in to their schools’ 
sport activities. Kwik cricket sets will soon be on their way to them and Ben 
Das will be on hand at the introduction stage to get the cricket training under-
way.  After this, the plan is that NRWCU cricket clubs in the area will ‘adopt’ a 
school and provide support and coaching at the schools.  This was a great 
initiative emanating from the NRW cricket region, thanks to the input of Katrin 
Mätzel and Ben Das  

NEWS IN BRIEF 
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�� Sports teachers on the in-service cricket course 

Ireland Women to Play Double World Champions 

Irish women’s cricket has been given a tremendous boost with the news that 
they are to face double world champions England later this summer. They have 
been invited to participate in a quadrangular tournament , and in addition to 
England, will face New Zealand and the MCC. 

Ireland Cricket Operations Director Mark Garaway sees this as the first step to 
improving the fixture list of the Irish team: “It’s a great chance for the side to 
play the top teams, and one which they fully deserve. I’ve been impressed by 
the standard and quality of the players, and there’s some terrific young talent 
coming through which bodes well for the future. These type of games are just 
what is required, and with the quality in the squad, the playing programme is 
warranted. We can only improve by playing top level opposition, and it will give 
the squad a terrific lift.” 

The fixtures are as follows (venue to be confirmed): 

July 4: Ireland v New Zealand (ODI); July 5: Ireland v MCC (50 over one day 
game); July 7: Ireland v England (ODI) 

Croatia Launches New Website 

In celebrating 10 years of the rebirth of Croatian Cricket and with its new strate-
gic plan in place, Croatia have officially launched their new website, which can 
be found at www.croatia-cricket.hr. 

Many of you have seen Croatia grow from a fledgling federation to a profes-
sionally run association with notable successes on and off the field over the 
past decade. With continued support Croatia aim to take Croatian Cricket to 
even further heights. 

At www.croatia-cricket.hr, you can follow the latest Croatian Cricket news as 
well as relive highlights from yesteryear.  

The site will be continually updated with the latest events from Croatia as well 
as providing the opportunity to purchase original Croatian Cricket Wear under a 
merchandising section which will be added shortly. 

To all their sponsors, Croatia say they hope this may be the beginning of an-
other 10 years of successful relationships and a very big THANK YOU to all 
those who have made Croatian Cricket what it is today and with everyone’s 
continued support they can make it even better in the future. 

 

 

�� Croatian Cricket’s website 

�� Irish Women’s team celebrate a wicket at the ICC European                                                                    
Women’s Championship in 2009 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
24 Feb -  6 Mar  -  India 

European Men’s Academy 

15-20 Mar  -  La Manga, Spain 

European Emerging Players’ Programme 

26 March  -  Lord’s 

European Cricket Committee 

6-12 April  -  La Manga, Spain 

European Centre of Excellence 

14-20 April  -  La Manga, Spain 

European Women’s Academy 

22-23 April  -  Lord’s 

European Governance & Admin Forum & ECC AGM 

28 May  -  Lord’s 

European Presidents’ Day (England v Bangladesh) 

11 June  -  Lord’s 

ECC Board Meeting 

Jaime Catala rejoins the European team in a 
temporary role until the end of the summer, 
having worked with us in 2009 as an Admini-
stration Assistant.  Jaime was a great addition 
to the team and helped out in many aspects of 
the development programme.  His role has 
been expanded and he will support a number 
of roles within the office. 

ships, County Sports Partnerships, Competi-
tion Managers, Spanish Cricket, School 
Sports Associations, ECB (Regional and 
National Officers and Managers), Local 
Councils and Voluntary Groups.   

 

Chris worked as a Project Officer for South 
Derbyshire School Sports Partnership before 
becoming Cricket Development Officer with 
Leicestershire and Rutland Cricket Board.  
More recently he has been Performance and 
Programmes Officer with the Derbyshire 
Cricket Board and has been heavily involved 
with Coach Education within Derbyshire.  He 
has recently taken on the role of ECB Head 
Coach for the Visual Impaired Team, and 
over the past year he has also been in-
volved with Spanish Cricket as a Develop-
ment Coach. 

Chris takes on a permanent role from John 
Stock, who leaves us after 19 months in the 
role. John has been a great addition to the 
Europe team, and are sad to see him leave 
for Australia where he originates from.  
John’s wife has been appointed head 
teacher of a school in the Northern Territory, 
where John is hoping to re-join the police 
force. 

ICC EUROPE STAFF              
CHANGES 
he ICC Europe office welcomes three new 
members of staff: Mary Godbeer, who takes 
over as Regional Project and Communication 
Officer for 12 months whilst Karoline Cheung 
is on maternity leave; Chris Porter who takes 
over from John Stock as Regional Develop-
ment officer; and Jaime Catala who is em-
ployed as Regional Administration Officer. 

 

Mary Godbeer joins the European develop-
ment team from ECB where she has worked 
for the last 12 months as Media Officer for the 
ICC World Twenty20 and in Corporate Com-
munications.  Prior to this she has had experi-
ence in new media at Wasps RFC, Television 
Production at the Wimbledon Tennis Champi-
onships, and on the sports desk at the News 
of the World newspaper.  She will be with us 
for 12 months whilst Karoline Cheung is on 
maternity leave, and we all wish Karoline the 
best of luck for the birth of her first child.  She 
has been great to have in this role, and we 
will miss her. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Porter has been involved in Sports 
Development for the past four years, in which 
he has worked with School Sports Partner-


