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Israel defeat Croatia in vital play-off match

The final international match of the
ICC European Tournament season
was played at the Hrvatski Sokol
ground in Budenec, Zagreb on Sun-
day 11 October between Israel, win-
ners of this summer’s Division 3
Championship in Spain, and Croatia,
the bottom placed team of the Divi-
sion 2 Championships held in Guern-
sey in 2008.

Israel, led by skipper Herschel Gut-
man won the toss and elected to bowl
in a rain-delayed match which was
subsequently reduced to 36 overs.
After losing Zdenko Leko to an early
wicket after just 5 runs, Croatia suf-
fered an agonisingly slow run-rate
against Israel’s relentless bowling
attack before losing Pero Kastelan
(33) to the first of Steven Shein’s four
wickets of the day. A mid-order col-
lapse then saw 5 wickets tumble for
just 7 runs leaving Croatian skipper
Craig Sinovich, Jasen Butkovic and
Ante Nazor (not out) to bring Croa-
tia's total to 96-9.

Croatia replied with an effective
opening bowling partnership from
Vivek Sharma and all-rounder Craig
Wear, the latter taking 3-16. How-
ever, the arrival of Israel’s skipper
Gutman to the crease eventually
proved to be Croatia’s breaking point
as he went on to score 47* hitting
eight 4’s in the process thus sealing a
comprehensive 6-wicket win and
promotion to Division 2 in 2010.

Captains exchange gifts (photo: HLenko)

The Israel team in jubilant mood after their victory in Spain before heading to
the Division 2/3 playoff against Croatia

Groundsman of the
Year Award

Four groundsmen were honoured In
September at Lord’s, the home of
cricket, as they each received a
Cricket World® & Pitchcare Cricket
Groundsman of the Year Award.

The awards, now in their sixth year,
recognise the hard work and high stan-
dards achieved by cricket groundsmen
in the recreational game and are split
into four categories — ICC Europe,
educational establishment, private club
and local authority.

The presentations were made to the
winners Alan Hamilton (Guernsey
Cricket Board - ICC Europe Award),
Tom Punchard (Millfield School - Edu-
cational Establishment Award), Rod-
ney Heyhoe (Lightcliffe CC - Private
Clubs Award) and Jimmy Yea
(Bollington CC - Local Authority
Award) in the presence of sponsors
and invited guests, including Mike
Gatting and Peter Ackerley from the
ECB and Philip Hudson from ICC
Europe. In the morning, the winners
took to their Executive Box seats to

watch the npower Village Cricket Final
and enjoyed lunch at the Lord’s Tav-
ern.

Alastair Symondson, Head of Media
at Cricket World®, and Pitchcare’s
Laurence Gale expressed their admi-
ration for the winning groundsmen
and thanked the sponsors whose
continuing support makes the awards
possible.

(L-R) Laurence Gale, Jimmy Yea, Rod-
ney Heyhoe , Alan Williams, Tom
Punchard, Mike Gatting, Alastair Sy-
mondson (Photo: CricketWorld)

Entries are now being invited for the
2010 awards. For further information
or to make your nomination visit
www.cricketworld.com or

www.pitchcare.com.
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Ireland Captain wins LG ICC Associate & Affiliate
Player of the Year Award

As reported in last month’s Europe News,
Ireland captain William Porterfield was
awarded the ICC Associate Player of the Year
at the LG ICC Awards in Johannesburg. ICC
Europe would like to congratulate William on
his achievement and a full list of award win-
ners is now provided below.

The voting academy chose Porterfield over
other top Associate players including Can-
ada’s Rizwan Cheema and the Netherlands
duo of Edgar Schiferli and last year’s winner of
this award Ryan ten Doeschate.

During the 12-month voting period, Porterfield
played for Ireland in 11 ODIs making two cen-
turies and two half-centuries. His batting aver-
age was 46.80 with a strike rate of 77.10. As
captain he also led Ireland to nine victories in
those 11 matches.

In the four ICC Intercontinental Cup fixtures
played during the voting period, Porterfield

averaged 38.14 with the bat, scoring one cen-
tury and one half-century.

The 25-year-old Gloucestershire player also
led Ireland to the Super Eight stage of the ICC
World Twenty20 this year and helped it to
qualify for the ICC Cricket World Cup in 2011
after winning the ICC Cricket World Cup
Qualifier in South Africa in April of this year.

Upon collecting his award in Johannesburg
Porterfield said: “It's been a fantastic year for
us. This award caps it off on a personal note
but it's great for the team to be going to the
World Cup having won the ICC Cricket World
Cup Qualifier early this year.

“This award is great for Irish cricket and it
shows how much we have done on the field. If
we continue onwards and keep on making
improvements in that department then other
awards will follow.”

The Associate Player of the Year Award was
one of eight individual prizes given at this
year's LG ICC Awards. It was announced by
Charlotte Edwards, last year’s ICC Women'’s
Cricketer of the Year.

The Associate Player of the Year award
serves to recognise and reward the efforts in
all international matches of the outstanding
cricketers from the teams outside the ICC Full
Members.

Based on the period between 13 August 2008
and 24 August 2009, the LG ICC Awards 2009
— presented in association with FICA — take

into account performances by players and
officials in a remarkable period for the game.

That period includes such high-profile events
as the ICC World Twenty20 2009 in England,
the ICC Women's World Cup 2009 in Austra-
lia and the ICC Cricket World Cup Qualifier
2009 in South Africa, as well as several bilat-
eral Test and ODI series.

The LG ICC Awards ceremony is now in its
sixth year and this year is being held in Jo-
hannesburg to coincide with the ICC Champi-
ons Trophy 2009. Previous ceremonies were
held in London (2004), Sydney (2005), Mum-
bai (2006), Johannesburg (2007) and Dubai
(2008).

William Porterfield with his LG ICC Award

The full list of winners:

Cricketer of the Year Award
Mitchell Johnson (Aus)

Test Player of the Year Award
Gautam Gambhir (Ind)

ODI Player of the Year
Mahendra Singh Dhoni (Ind)

Women's Cricketer of the Year
Claire Taylor (Eng)

Emerging Player of the Year
Peter Siddle (Aus)

Associate and Affiliate Player of the Year
William Porterfield (Ire)

Twenty20 International Performance of the
Year — Tillakaratne Dilshan (SL)

Spirit of Cricket Award — New Zealand

Umpire of the Year Award
Aleem Dar

Test Team of the Year is as follows (in bat-
ting order):

Gautam Gambhir (Ind)
Andrew Strauss (Eng)
AB de Villiers (SA)
Sachin Tendulkar (Ind)
Thilan Samaraweera (SL)
Michael Clarke (Aus)

MS Dhoni (Ind, WK and captain)
Shakib Al Hasan (Ban)
Mitchell Johnson (Aus)
Stuart Broad (Eng)

Dale Steyn (SA)

12th man: Harbhajan Singh (Ind)

ODI Team of the Year is as follows (in bat-
ting order):

Virender Sehwag (Ind)
Chris Gayle (W1)

Kevin Pietersen (Eng)
Tillakaratne Dilshan (SL)
Yuvraj Singh (Ind)
Martin Guptill (NZ)

MS Dhoni (Ind, WK and captain)
Andrew Flintoff (Eng)
Nuwan Kulasekara (SL)
Ajantha Mendis (SL)
Umar Gul (Pak)

12th man: Thilan Thushara (SL)

2

@ LG \ (
ICC AWARDS
2009

WWW.icc-europe.org

Europe News

2




Www.icc-europe EUROPEN EWS

Germany-England Exchange furthers

Cricket
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On 29 July, 200 excited supporters at the
Minchberg grammar school in Franken, Ba-
varia, Germany witnessed a close fought
game of cricket between a Munchberg youth
Xl and a Durrington Xl from West Sussex, for
the so-called Anglo-German Durrington-
Munchberg version of the ‘Ashes’.

At the end of the Seven/7game Durrington
came out winners 28 for 5 in 6.2 overs, chas-
ing the 26 for 3 made by Miinchberg in their
allotted 7 overs. After the match, the ‘Ashes’
were handed over to the Durrington team for
them to take back to England. How did these
two teams get to meet on the playing field at
cricket?

It all began when the youthful members of a
Munchberg evangelical church group on an
exchange visit to Durrington, were invited by
their hosts to take part in a cricket game.
Much to everyone’s surprise the German
team won: 81-36. The vicar was so shocked
that he put a notice in the parish magazine
apologising to his parishioners for this loss
comparing it to the loss by England to Austra-
lia which led to the creation of the Ashes.
And the comparison went further when the
bails were dutifully burnt, presented to the
‘man of the match’ and carried back in tri-
umph to Germany.

The story ‘Germany beats England at Cricket’
made the English dailies and later, it tran-
spired, “Wisden”. The Deutscher Cricket
Bund unaware of this heroic victory were at a
loss when asked which German team was
involved. It was clear that the Germany na-

tional team had not played England and when
eventually the name Miinchberg was men-
tioned, no-one was quite sure where
Miinchberg was.

After much research, Munchberg was pin-
pointed on the map and Ulrich Sommermann,
the vice-principal of Miinchberg Gymnasium
(Grammar School) was contacted to schedule a
return Miinchberg v. Durrington game.

At the end of April, Mike Kwan, the Bavarian
Cricket Association’s youth officer and national
youth team coach, Brian Fell, DCB president
and Siggy Franz held an introduction evening
and coaching day for 25 young Minchberg
children, boys and girls, which turned out to be
a great success. Four of the girls were immedi-
ately drafted into a joint Munich-Munchberg
girls team which took part in the ICC ‘Catch the
Spirit’ event in Munich one week later.

unch.berg
cricket

Il

°
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They returned from Munich buoyed up with the
experience of tournament cricket and formed
part of a committed group of 15 pupils who-
every week for cricket training at the school,
under the guidance of sports teacher, Hartmut
Bar and parent, Klaus Breuher.

Miinchberg lost the ‘Ashes’ but played well in a
very close game. Cricket will continue at the
school with the next major challenge already
before them - participation in the first DCB
school championships to be held in Schlof
Holte-Stukenbrock, near Bielefeld in November
2009.

There is now cricket fever in Munchberg. The
mayor of the town, Thomas Fein and his wife
were enthusiastic supporters during the game
and the local press were on hand to capture all
the action.

Cricket, then, has not only helped to cement
English - German relations, it has also brought
a new dimension to life in Minchberg: the
‘spirit of cricket’ is now firmly entrenched in the
town’s vocabulary.

Organisers of the Miinchberg vs Durring-
ton exchange match.
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Spirit of Cricket events continue around Europe

(S

A variety of photos from the Centenary Events held in Guernsey, Finland and Spain

Events celebrating the ICC’s centenary con-
tinued to be staged across Europe over the
busy summer. Here we showcase three of
the events taking place in August and Sep-
tember:

FINLAND: Following the successful junior
cricket camp held back in June (the 1st part
of Finland’s ICC Centenary celebration’s
programme), the FCA’s main event was held
at the Tali Indoor Sports Hall in Helsinki on
Sunday 9th August.

The event was marketed in advance through-
out the cricketing community in Finland, such
that juniors from as far afield as Alajarvi
(450km from Helsinki) came to participate.

This time the juniors were mentored by Fin-
nish national team players and were split into
four teams representing England, Australia,
Pakistan and India in the "first ever interna-
tional” test-country-tournament held in
Finland. In the fast flowing round-robin
matches fun was had by all as balls flew
around the hall and wickets fell.

Pakistan and England fought their way
through to the final and in a close last ball
finish.

After the junior tournament, the juniors and
their watching parents were treated to an
exhibition match played by the national team
players against a League All Stars team.

The centenary celebrations were brought to a
close with a presentations ceremony for the
juniors, with ICC pins for all participants, and
trophies for the winning team and for the best
newcomer, Susanna Paavola, to crown her
early morning wake up from Alajarvi.

GUERNSEY: The first-ever women'’s inter-
insular cricket match resulted in a win for
Guernsey in mid-September.

The historic match was part of the Guernsey
ICC Centenary celebration of cricket and was
played in Guernsey, with the home side first to
bat.

They started well, taking two wickets in the first
two overs thanks to Florrie Copley and Amanda
Corbett.

When Jersey went into bat, the sun was out
and the wicket was drying up and they were up
against some top bowling from county cricketer
Hannah Mechem, captain, and ex-Scotland
international Lisa Batty.

Batty’s five wicket haul earned her the player of
the match honour but it was Jersey’s Norma
Hinds, wicket-keeper and captain, who set the
magnificent milestone of now having repre-
sented the Island in four different sports

(Article from www.thisisjersey.com)

SPAIN: Cricket Espana held a very successful
Junior Festival Day at La Manga as part of the

ICC Centenary celebrations. Under the guid-
ance of the director of Junior Cricket, Neil
Brook the youngsters patrticipated in skill
schools relating to batting, bowling, fielding
and catching. John Dye, the former Northants
and Kent professional was on hand to give tips
and advice to the Juniors and the event culmi-
nated with a 10 over match for the hard-ballers
and a kwik cricket competition for the soft-
ballers.

The teams and schools taking part in the event
were El Liminar International School, Mar Azul
International School, and Las Claras School.
The Junior cricket academies at Sporting Al-
fas, San Flugencio and La Manga Lions were
also represented and the girls team was made
up of a combination of all the participating
Juniors.

Half way through the day the youngsters
stopped for lunch, just before the group win-
ners of the catching and throwing competitions
sparred off against each other for the title of
Junior Festival Champions.

A special award was given to Antonio Gomez
Brown for the best catch of the day, and El
Liminar won the kwik cricket match pipping La
Manga Lions. The ten over hard ball match
with a mixture of the older Juniors and Seniors
was won by a combined team from Alfas and
San Fluengio.

It was left to Juan Carlos Rodriguez, the presi-
dent of CE to present the medals, and wrap up
the days events by thanking the parents, the
participants and the CE directorate for such a
successful day.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Summer Latvian Cricket Camp

A Summer Cricket camp was held on the 16th of August at the Latvian cricket
federation's (LCF )ground at Tukums.

Children from various parts of Latvia were invited to the camp by LCF to intro-
duce them to the wonderful game of cricket. During the day all participants

were introduced to bowling, batting and fielding skills and were then given the
opportunity to put their newly learned skills to the test by playing a short game.

Sincere thanks to everyone who was able to make it on that day.

Children participating in the Latvian cricket camp

Romania takes on Bulgaria in Twenty 20 series

Over the summer, the Bulgarian cricket team visited Bucharest to play in a
Twenty 20 three match competition against a Romanian team represented by
Transylvania Cricket Club.

Having been beaten in 2008 in the East European competition by Bulgaria in
for 3" place in just the last over, Romania were determined to make up for the
loss.

While the Romanians lost all 3 matches, they put up a good fight given their
short playing history on a grass wicket. The Bulgarians had a much younger
and better side as they have been developing cricket for quite a few years and
have a large inventory of players to choose from. On a positive note, the mar-
gin of loss reduced dramatically with each game and at a point, the chance of
winning the last game was certainly an option.

Be that as it may ...... congratulations to the Bulgarians on their 3-0 win and to
the Transylvania Cricket Club for organising the competition and being excel-
lent hosts!

The Romanian and Bulgarian teams pose with the
trophies

German Ladies Cricket Training Camp

On 7-9 August, the Deutscher Cricket Bund held a training camp for its National
Ladies Team (U15) at the ACS Markomannenstrasse in Vienna. Despite the
hot weather the German ladies trained very hard during the time they had to-
gether.

On the Sunday afternoon the Germans played a match against a selection of
Hungarian and Austrian ladies. The Hungarian cricketers, accompanied by
Andy Grieve, stayed from 9 to 11 August to hold a coaching session at the
ground.

Many thanks to all those involved in the successful training camp.

Players sign a commemorative shirt during the Camp
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Italian U13 Championships

As now would appear to be the norm, the annual U13 Federazione Cricket
Italiana (FCrl)l championships once again recorded its highest ever number of
entrants. Played over the weekend of 26th & 27th September 2009 the cham-
pionships saw representation from 12 clubs across Serie A, B & C. The venue
was the vastly improved Punto Verde about 30 minutes outside central Rome.
Three years ago Punto Verde was one rough junior football field along with a
large unploughed field. It is great credit to Howzat Director of Cricket Manlio
DeAmicis that all his hard work has resulted in a venue where three junior
games can be played simultaneously, a first in Italy. Perhaps even more amaz-
ingly with the summer climate in Rome we were all greeted by well grassed
outfields!

The 12 teams were formed into two round robin groups of six leading to semi
finals and finals on the Sunday afternoon. By the time the semi-finals were
played between Venezia and Pianoro and Bologna C.C. and Casteller (from
Paese near Treviso) it had become evident that Venezia were the feared team
in the competition and there was little that Pianoro could do in the first semi-
final to change this perception. The second semi-final saw a thrilling match
where the traditionally strong Bologna side were taken to the last two balls to
secure victory by a well drilled Casteller side who chased the large total of 114
in 10 overs in vain but admirably.

So the final was arrived at, with Bologna not only having to compete with the
fact that the draw had meant this was their third straight match in the heat of a
late September Roman day but with the knowledge they had already lost to
Venezia in the group stages. Predictably the combination of these two facts
and the overwhelming all round strength of the Venezia outfit meant that they,
Venezia, recorded a comfortable 60 run victory. The Venezia President and his
wife were present to witness the victory which must have seemed a distant
dream when he formed the club following his intrigue as to ‘this game of

cricket’ played by Venetian Bangladeshies in the park next to his house!

With an ECB Level 1 Coaching Assistant course running in December it is
hoped that next year's teams will be even better coached and prepared and
Italy may see even more green shoots!

Venezia and Castellar celebrate

Home made wicket

Danish Women'’s Development Programme progresses for ~ ward

On Saturday 3rd September the "Girls were back in Town” for another get to-
gether in Frederica, in Jutland, as part of the ongoing National Danish
Women'’s Development Programme (NDWDP). 20 girls took part in the project,
with players gathering from all corners of the country.

The weekend included a number of exciting activities, including technique train-
ing in all forms of the game; a series of mini-cricket matches based on develop-
ing the all-round skills of the players in particular the new girls that have joined
the project; and a full 16-over competitive match to round off the weekend.

Once again the weekend gave the girls the opportunity to sit down and discuss
the future of the ‘Women’s’ game in Denmark. It is hoped that further training
sessions based on Zealand, and Jutland over the coming months will set the
girls up for their biggest goal, the four team Danish Championships in 2010.
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ICC Associate Members

ICC U19 Cricket World Cup
2010 schedule confirmed

The match schedule for the ICC U19
Cricket World Cup 2010 has been
confirmed. This 16-team tourna-
ment, which is seen as an important
breeding ground for the next gen-
eration of senior international crick-
eters, will take place in New Zealand
from 15 to 30 January.

Defending champion India will open
its campaign against qualifier Af-
ghanistan in front of the ESPN Star
Sports (ESS) cameras at Bert Sut-
cliffe Oval, near Christchurch on the
opening day of the competition with
Pakistan facing the West Indies in
Palmerston North and 2008 beaten
finalist South Africa taking on Ireland
in Queenstown.

In total, the ICC’s broadcast partner
ESS will televise 10 matches, in-
cluding both semi-finals and the fi-
nal, and beam the action live around
the world.

The 16 teams are split into four
groups with Groups A and C being
based in and around Christchurch,
Group B teams playing their
matches in Queenstown and Group
D games taking place in Napier and
Palmerston North. In addition to the
10 Full Members, there are six As-

sociate and Affiliate teams taking
part, having won through their re-
spective regional qualifying tourna-
ments as well as the global quali-
fier, which was held in Canada in
September.

The top two teams from each group
will qualify for the quarter-finals with
the remainder of the teams taking
part in the plate competition.

The groups are as follows:

Group A: India, England, Afghani-
stan, Hong Kong

Group B: South Africa, Australia,
Ireland, USA

Group C: New Zealand, Sri Lanka,
Zimbabwe, Canada

Group D: Pakistan, Bangladesh,
West Indies, Papua New Guinea

Schedules of the event matches
and the pre-tournament warm-up
games and more information is
available at www.icc-cricket.com

The ICC U19 Cricket World Cup is
the leading development tourna-
ment for international cricket'’s stars
of the future and takes place every
two years. The previous winners of
the event have been Australia

(1988 and 2002), England (1998),
India (2000 and 2008) and Pakistan
(2004 and 2006). Leading senior
players that have appeared at the
ICC U/19 Cricket World Cup include
Inzamam-ul-Hagq, Brian Lara,
Graeme Smith, Sanath Jayasuriya,
Yuvraj Singh and many others.
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