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ISRAEL COME OUT ON TOP TO TAKE DIVISION 3 TITLE

Israel are the European Division
Three champions for 2009 after a
dramatic last day in Spain when the
hosts collapsed to defeat.

A Spain victory over Isle of Man at
Sporting Alfas would have given them
the championship but, after bowling
out the Manxmen for 211, they were
dismissed for 111. It could not have
worked out any better for Israel.

When they completed the first win of
the day, needing just 17.5 overs to
overhaul Portugal’s 112, it gave them
arun rate of 1.11. So as long as
Spain were not bowled out for less
than 77 Israel knew only a home win
could deprive them of the title. When
the result came through from Alfas,
the celebrations began in earnest on
the top pitch at La Manga.

There was never much doubt that
Israel, who started the day level on
points with Spain and the Isle of Man
but only in second place on run-rate
to the hosts, would beat Portugal.
They won the toss at the start of their
perfect day and 8.4 overs later they
had the Portuguese 23 for four with
three wickets for Eliezar Samson.

The vital wicket was the fifth, Portu-
gal's best batsmen Nadeem Butt
caught off a mis-timed pull for 16 and
from 49 for five, they needed all their
resources just to get into three figures.
That was almost entirely due to Sidda-
harth Hazare who scored 33 from 101
balls. He was ninth out and only seven
more runs were added, with Portugal
bowled out in the 47th over. Samson
finishing with four for 33.

At this stage Israel thought they would
have to score the runs fast, to have
any chance of overhauling Spain and
they duly lost a wicket in the first over.

Undaunted Richard Aston hit 26 off 31
balls and captain Herschel Gutman
maintained the momentum with 38 off
just 32, including three fours and the
only six of the game. Israel refused to
panic, however and even with five
wickets down and still 17 required,
upping the run rate was still to the
forefront and Yaniv Rasporker and
Eshkol Solomon shared three bounda-
ries in the unbroken sixth wicket stand.

In pole position, they then waited for
news from the Spain-Isle of Man game
and having completed their half of the
job it was a pretty painless wait as the

hosts got the necessary runs and the
Manxmen got all the wickets.

It is not quite Division Two cricket yet
for Israel, however. They must now
beat Croatia in a promotion play-off in
October to get out of Division Three.

At the other end of the table, Malta
were relegated from Division Three
for the first time when they lost to
Belgium on the last day of the cham-
pionships.

A total of 178 was 10 less than they
chased down to beat Portugal for their
only win on Friday but not enough to
trouble the Belgians who, after losing
their first three games, finished the
tournament in style with two wins to
lift them to fourth place.
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HOSTS VICTORIOUS AT DIVISIONS 4 & 5

Division 4: Cyprus

Cyprus produced their best bowling perform-
ance of the week to win the European Division
Four Championship on net run rate in Happy
Valley in early September.

The hosts tied with Switzerland at the top of
the table, after both teams won four of their
five games, and the earlier finish to the Swiss’
game against Luxembourg meant Cyprus
knew exactly what they had to do to win the
tournament.

If they restricted Finland to 135 or less, then
their run-rate would be superior to the Swiss
and they duly bowled out the Finns for 99 to
win the game by 94 runs and win promotion to
Division Three.

No batsman was able to dominate - Kapila
Wickramathanthrigie was the game’s top
scorer with 32 and that innings was spread
over 32 overs as Cyprus, after winning the
toss, took few chances. Syed Hussain kept his
place at the top of the order and scored 24 off
21 balls as Cyprus put on 44 for the first
wicket in eight overs. But the run-rate slowed
down substantially on his dismissal.

Kashif Mushtaq scored 16 before he was
Obaidullah Sadiqui’s first wicket in the 17th
over and he added Anil Nair and Udumulle
Sirthunga to his list of victims in the space of
four overs to reduce Finland to 78 for four.

Dhanuka Agathocleous put some momentum
into the innings with three fours and a six in
his 26 off 33 balls, dominating the fifth wicket
stand before Wickramathanthrigie was caught
on the boundary. Dineja Agathocleous hit a
run-a-ball 26 and with Sarwar Bashir hitting 30
from No 9, before he was Bilal Khan’s third
victim.

The total always seemed too many for Finland
and the Switzerland team, who watched much
of the second innings from the boundary, were
just hoping they could total 136. Two wickets
for 12 runs in the first six overs was just the
start Cyprus wanted but the Finns gave the
Swiss hope with a second wicket stand of 41
between Zahid Kamal and Shabir Seerzad.

Palawatha Janaka ended the partnership,
when he bowled Kamal and when two more
wickets fell for the addition of just nine runs,
Cyprus scented overall victory. Kashif Mustaq
took the wicket of Sheerzad and went on to
finish with four for 26 while Michael Kyriacou
took three for 26, the last wicket to a brilliant
catch at mid-off by Sirithunga, fittingly, winning
the match and the championship.

The only personal disappointment was Wick-
ramathanthrigie’s dismissal for 32. With an-
other 14 runs he would be have been the

highest run-scorer in the tournament and his
finishing average was 99.66.

Division 5: Hellas

Hosts Hellas took the inaugural European
Division 5 championship at the picturesque
Marina Ground at Gouvia completing a com-
fortable seven-wicket victory over the Czech
Republic to retain their unbeaten record in the
tournament.

It was another convincing performance by the
Hellenes, after their opponents got off to a
solid start after winning the toss, Scott Page
and John Corness putting on 48 before Meh-
mood Ahmed was brought into the attack and
claimed the wicket of Corness in his first over.

Mikulas Stary soon followed, but Page again
displayed great tenacity in seeing the total
through to 107 before he was fifth out for a
well made 112-ball 40, the second of three
wickets for Anastasios Manousis, at a cost of
21 runs.

Then, as the Czechs crumbled, Dimitris Trian-
tafillidis came back to claim three for 21 as
well, and Mehmood removed Craig Hampson
to end the innings with the total on 133.

The Greek catching was again of a very high
standard, with Stamatis Giourgas taking three
including a fine running effort on the mid-
wicket boundary to dismiss the dangerous Arif
Javed.

Chris Lagos and Imran Haider batted pur-
posefully after the interval, putting on 58 for
the second wicket, and it was not until Law-
rence Acheson came into the attack that the
Czechs were able to secure another break-
through, Lagos going caught behind for 26.

But Kontarinis and Manousis reached their

target comfortably enough, the winning runs
coming in the form of wides.

It was an emotional occasion for Greek skip-

per Costas Vassilas, whose farewell match it
was. He was given a guard of honour by his
team at the start, and cheered from the field at
the end.

Meanwhile, at Ropa Valley, Sweden guaran-
teed second place as they recorded a facile
victory over the Estonians, 72 runs the margin
in defense of 146.

Things hadn't looked quite so comfortable
when Murali Obili and Vineeth Goving had
both claimed a brace of wickets in the early
overs, reducing the Swedes to 24 for 4, but a
sterling effort from the Swedish order, led by
man-of-the-match Azam Khalil (40 off 57
balls), soon dragged their team into respect-
ability on what had been a low-scoring ground
throughout the week.

With half an hour remaining until the sched-
uled lunch break, Estonia were obliged to bat,
and when the umpires called time the game
was effectively over, Aman Zahid and Imran
Zaigham ripping out four of the Estonian top
order in just six overs.

Obili’s late flurry (27, with one four and a six)
almost got his team to half-way — and this was
enough to secure fifth place overall on net run
rate — but Khalil rounded off a superb day with
4 for 26 to settle the Battle of the Baltic in
Sweden'’s favour.

On the sister ground at Ropa Valley, Turkey
thumped Bulgaria to not only avoid the
wooden spoon and secure their first official
international victory, but also to ensure that no
side would leave Corfu winless.

Despite their proud triumph Turkey still fin-
ished in sixth place; conversely, Bulgaria’'s
defeat does not mean that they relinquish
fourth place, with both positions determined by
net run rate.
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MORE SUCCESS FOR IRELAND

012y - 3

Ireland retained the European A Champion-
ship after a convincing win over Scotland at
the VRA ground in August.

Ireland won the toss and chose to bat first.
They got their innings off to a fantastic start
with some big hitting from Reindhardt Stry-
dom. He put on 64 for the first wicket with
Andrew Balbirnie, of which Balbirnie contrib-
uted just four before he was out.

Strydom reached his fifty in just 29 balls, and
he was joined in the big hitting by number
three batsman Paul Stirling, who hit a huge
straight six early on that cleared the sight-
screen and landed on the path running past
the ground.

Strydom was eventually out from 64 balls,
and Stirling followed 38 runs later having
scored 35. This had the score on 125/3, at
which point Scotland began to tighten things
up in the field. Zeeshan Bashir bowled par-
ticularly well, taking 4/26 from his ten overs
help restrict Ireland to 185/9 from their 50
overs.

Scotland's reply was an effort that saw wick-
ets fall regularly, with the Irish bowlers never
letting them get a hand on the game.

Matthew Parker top scored for Scotland with
30,and Omer Hussain scored 29, but aside
from those two, nobody in the Scottish line-up

got a start. Gary Kidd wasn't as effective as his
phenomonal performance yesterday, going for
an expensive 43 from his ten overs, but Andrew
Balbirne bowled brilliantly, more than making up
for his failure with the bat by taking 4/21 from
his seven overs after starting with a double
wicket maiden.

The final two wickets were taken by Andrew
Britton, sparking well deserved celebrations in
the Irish camp as they finished unbeaten to
retain their title. Scotland finished third in the
tournament after the Netherlands beat Denmark
by 42 runs at VOC Rotterdam to secure the
runners-up spot.

ICC U19 Cricket World
Cup Global Qualifier

Win for Ireland

Ireland won the ICC U19 Cricket World Cup
Qualifier, sealing the title after defeating Vanu-
atu by 291 runs in its final qualifying game.

They will be joined at the ICC U19 Cricket
World Cup 2010 in New Zealand by Afghani-
stan, Papua New Guinea, Canada, the USA
and Hong Kong. The Netherlands were edged
out of a final 16 place by Hong Kong after
racking up a higher net run rate.

Ireland has had a remarkable run at the tour-
nament winning all its games except one, los-
ing to USA by 42 runs. Star player was Paul
Stirling, who turned 19 during the event, and
who was the leading run-scorer with 423 runs
in eight matches, including 164 against Vanu-
atu.

Afghanistan, who arrived late for the event due
to visa issues, sealed an excellent second
place at the tournament, losing only to Canada
and Ireland at the tournament, with Zakiullah
Zaki finishing as the top wicket-taker with 21
wickets.
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DIVISION 2 TITLE

ITALY OVERPOWERS ISLE OF MAN TO CLAIM UNDER 15

Hosts Italy claimed the European Under 15
Division 2 title in grand style at Rastignano in
August, bowling the Isle of Man out for 59 to
win by 106 runs.

It was an outcome few would have predicted
on Sunday morning, when the Manx seamers
reduced the Italian batting to 75 for seven in
an hour and a quarter of mayhem. But the
home side recovered from that crisis to win
the match, and despite a defeat by Gibraltar
along the way they deservedly reached the
final with a semi-final victory over Belgium.

The Isle of Man had not been defeated since
that opening-day loss, but on the Friday after-
noon they were outplayed by an Italian side
which posted a moderate total and then de-
fended it with effective bowling, solid catching
and enthusiastic ground-fielding.

David Haywood again had the Italian top order
in trouble after the hosts won the toss, and at
19 for two a repeat of Sunday’s collapse
seemed possible. Skipper Adnan Mohammad
took the Manx bowling on in characteristic
fashion, however, hitting a powerful 49-ball 51
and sharing a 45-run stand for the fifth wicket
with Aamir Shaikh (23).

At 109 for seven it was still conceivable that
Italy would manage only a modest total, but
Harpreet Singh made 31 as the Italians even-
tually reached 165 for eight. Shaun Kelly —
later named as Player of the Tournament —
was again the most successful of the Manx
bowlers with three for 29.

It was a target which should not have been
beyond the capacities of a strong Manx bat-
ting line-up, but they found scoring difficult
from the outset, and were put on the defensive
from the moment Ryan Burns played on to a
delivery from Alamin Mia.

Alamin struck again when Richard Jackson
drove him straight to his brother Faysal Mia at
point, and an over later Harpreet Singh got
into the act by dismissing Nick Moffitt, who
provided another catch for Faysal Mia.

That made it 12 for three, and brought to-
gether Rowan Bird and Shaun Kelly. But then
Bird was run out attempting an impossible
single, and when Kelly was bowled soon after-
wards the Isle of Man was 26 for five and the
game was effectively over.

Tom Whiteway, the only Manx batsman to
reach double figures, briefly showed some
defiance, but when he was out for 15 and Matt
Ansell followed without addition to the score, it
was 35 for seven and Italy were beginning to
celebrate.

Sebastian Aycock and David Haywood held
up the party for some time with the highest
partnership of the innings, and there was a
moment of confusion when Haywood hit a
catch from a full toss only for the players to
see that the umpire had called no-ball. But it
was only a matter of time, and in the end it
was Aycock who fell to Harpreet Singh with
the total on 59.

Salman Zaman took three for 10 for the vic-
tors, with two wickets each for Singh, Alamin
and Adnan Mohammad. It was a fine effort by
the four bowlers, but it was even more a great
team effort, and the victory was thoroughly
deserved.
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Girl power secures German
victory at Rastignano

Germany and Switzerland produced one of
the most competitive matches of the tourna-
ment at Rastignano, with Germany ultimately
holding on to secure a three-wicket victory.

And cricketing history was made, as the win-
ning run was scored by one of three girls in
the German side, Franziska Ziegler, whose
32-run partnership for the eighth wicket with
Leonhard Gerhards made sure of a win which
had at one point seemed in danger. Ziegler, a
late replacement in the German squad, was
only cleared to play by the Event Technical
Committee during the tournament.
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PEPSI ICC WCL DIVISION 6 (SINGAPORE) GUERNSEY
STAY IN DIVISION 6 WHILST NORWAY ARE RELEGATED

Singapore and Bahrain will appear in the
Pepsi ICC World Cricket League Division 5
next year after both the sides finished in the
top two of the Pepsi ICC World Cricket
League Division 6 (WCL Div.6) in Singapore.

The two sides join Fiji, Jersey, the USA and
Nepal in the Division 5 tournament which will
be staged in Nepal from 20 to 27 February
2010.

Elsewhere in the tournament, Guernsey en-
sured it stayed in WCL Div. 6 by first beating
Botswana by 25 runs in a relegation battle
match at Singapore Cricket Club.

Lee Savident made a strong 65 and Jeremy
Frith made another half-century to contribute
to Guernsey’s first innings total of 241-6.

Botswana made a valiant effort in its bid to
stave off relegation but even another Faisal
Rana half-century and one from Abdul Patel
was not enough as the Africans fell short of
the target and slipped into the relegation zone
alongside Norway.

In a contest between the two sides who have
been relegated to Div.7, Botswana defeated
Norway by 23 runs in a high-scoring match at
the Indian Association. Batting first, Botswana
put on 344 runs on the board with Karan Ka-
poor scoring an impressive 138 while vice-
captain Abdul Patel making a solid 53 before
retiring due to the heat and humidity.

Norway made a good start and was closing in
on the target but some tight bowling by the
Botswana side meant the Africans finished
WCL Div.6 in fifth place.

In the third-fourth place play-off at the Singa-
pore Cricket Club, Guernsey beat Malaysia.
Guernsey’s Jeremy Frith was named Player of
the Tournament after he scored a century and
four half-centuries to finish with an average of
53.45.

Frith, who was also the Player of the Tourna-
ment at the WCL Div.7 earlier this year, re-
flecting on his performance said: “| am abso-
lutely delighted to be named player of the
tournament.

“I have to say | am over the moon with the
way we turned things around for ourselves
after the poor start we had at the beginning of
the tournament. It's great that we retained our
place in Division 6.”
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EUROPE WOMEN'S XI FACE ECB ACADEMY IN
INAUGURAL SERIES

Fourteen talented female cricketers from
Europe’s top Associate member countries the
Netherlands, Ireland and Scotland came to-
gether at Worksop College in Nottingham in
late August to take on the ECB Academy side.

Based at the National Cricket Performance
Centre in Loughborough, the ECB Academy
side is formed of the best up-and-coming
young players who have been identified as
potential future prospects for the national
team.
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The European players were nominated by
their country boards and then selected by an
ICC Europe panel earlier this year, but had not
come together as a collective unit until arriving
at Worksop last weekend. This left little time
for introductions; however after many past
meetings on the field at ICC European
Women'’s Championship events and develop-
ment academies, many of the squad were
already well acquainted with each other as
players.

With two Twenty20 and two 50-over matches
scheduled across the week, there was plenty
of opportunity for both squads to take part in
some competitive level cricket. In fact, due to
the adverse weather forecast, the first Twen-
ty20 fixture was brought forward by one day
allowing an extra 50-over match to be played
during the week. Although this did reduce
Europe’s pre-match preparations, it allowed
both squads an additional opportunity to ob-
serve their players in a game environment
and experiment with a number of playing
variations.

(9

Philip Hudson, ICC Regional Performance
Officer and Coach of the Europe XI team was
particularly pleased with how the week pro-
gressed: “This week has been very much
about assisting in the development of the
players and giving them the opportunity to
play as much competitive cricket as possible.

“It was pleasing to see that despite the results
of the matches, the skill levels between our
leading players and the majority of the Eng-
land Academy girls were not too far apart. We
must keep in mind that some of the ECB
Academy side have been training for up to
two years together, so it's a huge positive to
see that our girls have the ability to compete
at their level.

“For me another highlight of the week was
also the opportunity for our European players
to see some of the leading junior English tal-
ent performing in training and matches. Many
of the English girls are managing to fit in regu-
lar training and fithness sessions while still in
education or full-time employment. The sup-
port that the ECB players receive around
lifestyle management is a key factor in their
development as cricketers. Both ICC Europe
and our countries must continue to develop
support in this area.”

ICC Europe would like to thank the England
and Wales Cricket Board and Worksop Col-
lege for all their support in the hosting and

arrangements for this event.

WWW.icc-europe.org

Europe News

6




NEWS IN BRIEF

Gibraltar and Switzerland get the honours

Coaches in both Gibraltar and Switzerland were honoured this summer with
ICC Europe/ ECB Sky Sports Awards.

Earlier this year, ICC Europe ran its inaugural Coaches Association Awards in
conjunction with ECB and Sky Sports. The awards are a way of recognising
people who have made a significant contribution to the support and develop-
ment of coaches and coaching in cricket. The ICC Europe winners will auto-
matically become Europe’s representatives in the prestigious ECB Sky Sports
Coach Awards for 2009, vying against UK County winners for the National ECB
Awards.

Winners were invited to attend an International Cricket Match in England and
presented with their awards during an on pitch presentation.

Richard Askew, Gibraltar's Cricket Development Manager, received his award
for ‘Outstanding Coaching Achievement’ from Nasser Hussain at the Edgbas-
ton Ashes Test in July (photo above right). This award is given to coaches who
have made a significant difference to shaping the lives of cricketers and cricket
programmes in both club and representative cricket.

Michael George of Switzerland picked up his award for ‘Outstanding Contribu-
tion & Services to Cricket Coaching’ at the Oval Ashes Test from Michael Hold-
ing (photo below right). This award is given to people who have made a signifi-
cant contribution to the support and growth of cricket coaching in a variety of
ways, which in turn has left a legacy for either their home club or country.

Andrew Armitage Appointed Global Affiliate Rep

For the past 3 years, Mark Stafford from Vanuatu has served as the ICC Global
Affiliate Representative on both the ICC Development Committee and the ICC
Associate and Affiliates' Committee.

Following the elevation of Vanuata to Associate Membership status at this
year's Annual Conference, Mark was required to relinquish this role.

A nomination process from within the five Regional Affiliate Representatives
(including Dipankar Sengupta (Africa), Matt Featherstone (Americas), Nadeem
Nadwi (Asia), Andrew Armitage (Europe), and Prakah Vijaykumar (East Asia-
Pacific) was held to determine the new Global Representative, after which
Andrew Armitage from Finland was nominated to take up this role. ICC Europe
would like to extend their congratulations and best wishes to Andrew .

William Porterfield wins ICC Associate Player of th e Year

Ireland captain William Porterfield has become the ICC Associate Player of the
Year 2009 at the recent LG ICC Awards in Johannesburg.

During the 12-month voting period, Porterfield played for Ireland in 11 ODIs
making two centuries and two half-centuries. His batting average was 46.80
with a strike rate of 77.10. As captain he also led Ireland to nine victories in
those 11 matches. In the four ICC Intercontinental Cup fixtures played during
the voting period, Porterfield averaged 38.14 with the bat, scoring one century
and one half-century. The 25-year-old Gloucestershire player also led Ireland
to the Super Eight stage of the ICC World Twenty20 this year and helped it to
qualify for the ICC Cricket World Cup in 2011 after winning the ICC Cricket
World Cup Qualifier in South Africa in April of this year.

Upon collecting his award, Porterfield said, ‘This award is great for Irish cricket
and it shows how much we have done on the field. If we continue onwards and
keep on making improvements in that department then other awards will fol-
low.”
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ICC Associate Mem-

TV show highlighting cricket
development for free
download

A high-quality TV documentary about the
ongoing global development of cricket has
been produced and released on behalf of the
ICC.

The 25-minute programme, brought together
by production company Three Feet High in
association with the ICC, is aimed at high-
lighting the work of the Pepsi ICC Develop-
ment Programme and showing just how far
the great game is spreading around the world
within the ICC’s 94 Associate and Affiliate
Members.

Within the documentary, ICC Chief Executive
Haroon Lorgat says: “It's important that we
spread cricket across all corners of the world.
It's amazing how much interest there is in the
game and therefore we have an obligation in
some sense to provide people with the oppor-
tunity to access it. So from every respect,
including a strategic objective of the ICC, the
global growth of the game is very important.”

The international success of Ireland in recent
years has been well documented and is high-
lighted further in the documentary. Cricket
Ireland Development Manager Brian
O'Rourke recalls that interest in cricket wasn’t
always so high in Ireland and that the Pepsi
ICC Development Programme has played a
key role in the game’s expansion there.

“The ICC has been brilliant since 1998 when
we were very much starting out,” says Mr
O’Rourke in the programme.

“We didn't have any equipment or any
sources of getting any but a lot of assistance
then came through their Development Pro-
gramme. We received simple things like ma-

terials for schools, posters, as well as equip-
ment, and more recently have been able to
send our better players to (ICC) academies.
So now we are able to move from a partici-
pation focus and concentrate more on per-
formance,” he adds.

Cricket's popularity in East Africa is also
featured in the documentary, with particular
focus given to the 40,000 cricket participants
in Uganda. National team captain Junior
Kwebiha talks about cricket's rise in his
country.

The show is free to use for all broadcasters
and websites around the world and can be
downloaded from www.nuview.tv. On that
site click on ‘Pepsi Development’ within the
green FEATURED bar at the top of the

page.

There are also broadcast-quality three-
minute and five-minute cut-down versions of
the show available. These are also being
shown on the ICC website at http:/ficc-
cricket.yahoo.net/media_interactive_zone/
broadcast.php.

This TV programme is being provided free of
charge by the ICC in order to promote and
highlight the amount and quality of cricket
played around the world, outside of the
ICC’s Full Member countries.

Obituary

It is with much sadness that we hear of
the passing of Malta's leading cricket
Umpire, Mr Wally Glynn (aged 77).

Wally had an impressive entry in the
'Guinness Book of Records" as 'the
World's Oldest International Cricketer,'
having represented his beloved Malta
at the ripe old age of 69.

For many years he has acted as "mine
host," at 'The Marsa Sports Club for
many hundreds of visiting touring play-
ers. His welcome always so friendly
and 'The Legend", as he was affec-
tionately known, will be sadly missed.
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