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WT20 : IRELAND THROUGH TO SUPER 8's
NETHERLANDS HUMILIATE ENGLAND

Ireland beat Bangladesh by six wick-
ets on Monday to advance to the
Super 8 stage of the ICC World
Twenty20 2009 and knock its oppo-
nent out of the tournament.

Niall O'Brien hit 40 and his brother
Kevin O'Brien made 39 not out as
Ireland overhauled Bangladesh's
modest total of 137-8 with 10 balls to
spare at Trent Bridge.

Ireland opening bowler Trent Johns-
ton had earlier taken 3-20 from four
overs. Mashrafe Mortaza, who
smashed 20 runs off the final over,
with 33 not out and Tamim Igbal with
22 led the scoring for Bangladesh.

Niall O'Brien hit three sixes and
shared in a 55-run stand with Will
Porterfield (23), while Kevin O'Brien
cracked two sixes and four bounda-
ries in 17 balls as he and John
Mooney (17 not out) added 49 to
steer Ireland home.

Porterfield won the toss and sent in
Bangladesh, a decision vindicated by
a suffocating fielding display.

Bangladesh struck 10 off the first
over but Junaid Siddique, having
scored 13 from 4 balls, was out in the
second after offering a high catch to
Jeremy Bray off Johnston.

Kevin O'Brien then dropped Bangla-
desh captain Mohammad Ashraful at
first slip off Johnston, but he re-
deemed himself in Johnston's next
over by catching him for 14 to make it
40-2.

Johnston struck again in his final
over, claiming the key wicket of
Shakib Al Hasan, who was caught for
7 by Gary Wilson at long on with 10
more added to the total

Kevin O’'Brien celebrates hitting the match winning runs

(Photo Getty Images)

Last Friday, England was humiliated in
the ICC World Twenty20 2009 opener,
losing by four wickets to the Nether-
lands on the last ball of the match in
one of the biggest shocks in cricket
history.

Needing 7 runs off the final over after
England had totalled 162-5 at Lord's,
the Dutch team scored singles until
Edgar Schiferli collected two off the
final ball when bowler Stuart Broad's
shy at the stumps went for an over-
throw.

"The boys are very disappointed,”
England captain Paul Collingwood
said. "We had the opportunities to win
the game and unfortunately we didn't
take them. Tonight we weren't good
enough.”

The Netherlands' Tom de Grooth hit 49
off 30 balls, including six boundaries
and a six, while teammate Peter Bor-
ren added 30.

"This is a day we could only dream of,"
De Grooth said. "We went out there to
play some cricket and to make Eng-
land sweat a bit - and it worked”.

England failed to hit a single six in its
innings compared to three for the

Dutch, while the hosts had several
run-out chances but errors or misses
from Broad, Ravi Bopara, Colling-
wood and wicketkeeper James Foster
saved the Netherlands.
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Below: Ryan ten Doeschate celebrates
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GUERNSEY LOOK TO SINGAPORE

Above: Jeremy Frith (Guernsey)

Guernsey promoted to WCL Division 6;
Gibraltar relegated to Division 8

Guernsey's Jeremy Frith named Player of
the Tournament

Guernsey successfully qualified for the Pepsi
ICC World Cricket League (WCL) Division 6
tournament after reaching the Pepsi ICC WCL
Division 7 final.

Despite a three-wicket defeat to Bahrain, the
hosts of the tournament, by virtue of reaching
the final, have been promoted to the Division 6
tournament which will be staged in Singapore
from 29 August to 5 September.

“It has been a great week for us, but Bahrain
again proved today that it is a great side and it
has won every game that it has played this
week,” Guernsey captain Stuart Le Prevost
said . “They batted really well late-on and all
credit to them for winning this tournament. |
was disappointed with our performance today
and | thought the guys were a little bit unlucky
with the way they got out but that's the way it
goes.”

One consolation for Guernsey was Jeremy
Frith, who struck two centuries while amassing
381 runs this week also took 15 wickets during
the event, was named player of the tourna-
ment

The 5th/6th place play-off match between
Gibraltar and Suriname turned out to be a
thriller with the side from the Americas edging
it by just eight runs. A spectacular innings
from Troy Dudnath, who smashed 130 off 90
balls, helped Suriname to 300-9 and although
Gibraltar had excellent half-centuries from

Christian Rocca (51) and lain Latin (33) it
could only reach 292-9 off 50 overs.

Gibraltar and Suriname were relegated to
Pepsi ICC World Cricket League Division 8
that will be played in 2010 while Japan and
Nigeria will stay in the Pepsi ICC World
Cricket League Division 7 event to be staged
in 2011.

Gibraltar's campaign started promisingly with
an extremely close game against the hosts
Guernsey who managed a dramatic last over
victory, but Gibraltar sadly failed to continue
the good start. However, some excellent
individual performances were seen, notably
Kieron Ferrary’s 90 against Guernsey and lain
Latin who put in some outstanding perform-
ances throughout the tournament. lain scored
178 runs at an average of 35.60 while also
taking 11 wickets at 19.45. The third Gibral-
tarian to excel during the tournament was
Kabir Mirpuri who averaged 41.67 with the bat
while also being Gibraltar's leading wicket
taker with 12 wickets. All three players are
results of the impressive junior development
programme that the GCA has created.

Above: lain Latin (Gibraltar)

Below:
flag

John Caldwell (Ireland) signs the Centenary

Above: Tom Finlayson MBE (Gibraltar) received his
Lifetime Service Award from ICC President David
Morgan

Catching the Spirit at
European Presidents’ Day

On Friday May 8, ICC Europe held its annual
European Presidents Day as England took on
the West Indies on Day 3 of the first Test at
Lord's. Fortunately what started off to be a
wet, rainy day ended with brilliant sunshine
and an impressive England victory by10 wick-
ets.

European Presidents Day is an annual event
in the ICC Europe calendar and sees senior
figures of National Cricket Boards across
Europe invited to Lord's each year to enjoy a
day of networking, hospitality and (weather-
permitting) some fantastic international cricket.

During the course of the day the 2008 Pepsi
ICC Regional Development Awards (Europe
region) were awarded to the respective win-
ners of each category, and a fundraising raffle
was held to raise money for the Trevor Henry
Memorial Fund - a fund which was set up in
Trevor's memory to further umpire education
across Europe.

Also during the day the Catch the Spirit Cen-
tenary Flag was also available for Presidents
to sign. The flag will now make its way to the
next European event.

Below: Andrew Armitage (Finland) received the
Best Junior Cricket Initiative Award

B W T m
= T T

WWW.icc-europe.org

Europe News 2




WWWw.icc-europe.org EUROPEN EWS

NEWS FROM ISRAEL

Boundaries broken as
Bedouin and Jewish
children meet for cricket
journey

Towards the end of 2008 a pioneer project
was launched by the ICA in conjunction with
the UK charity Cricket4Change and Kaye
College in Be'er Sheva, to bring Jewish and
Bedouin children in the Negev desert together
through cricket. Recently the project stepped
up a gear, with the return visit of Tom Rodwell
and Andy Sellins from Cricket4Change, to-
gether with two of their coaches, Mikey and
Danny. Together with ICA staff Naor Gudker,
George Sheader and Herschel Gutman, and
headmaster of a Hura school Hamed Elki-
yan, a formidable team was ready to tackle
the sweltering desert temperatures and get as
many kids involved as possible.

Afik school in Be'er Sheva and the Bedouin
town of Hura were the initial destinations.
Sessions were held with trainee sports teach-
ers at Kaye College and potential coaches
amongst members of the Israel U19 squad. A
visit was made, with the BBC and
Reuters who were covering the trip in con-
voy, to El Awashla, a Bedouin village with no
roads, no electricity, no water supplies. Ush-
ered into a tent, welcomed in true Bedouin
tradition by the Sheikh, Council Head and
other elders, the contingent were treated to
bitter coffee, sweet tea, and a meal of chicken
and rice served on a large communal plate,
and because they were obviously from a far
more advanced civilization, they were given
spoons. After an hour of discussing, and
translating everything from Duckworth/Lewis
to the falling price of goats hide, the school
Headmaster rounded up 10 kids, all bare-foot,
and within 20 minutes another impromptu
game was on.

The final day of the week was when every-
thing that had been planned over many
months was supposed to come together. Eve-
rything was in place for a perfect day — even
the weather, 25 degrees as opposed to 38
degrees the day before. 30 Bedouin kids from
Hura, for many making their first ever visit to
Be'er Sheva. 30 Jewish kids from Beer Sheva.
4 coaches from England. 2 coaches from the
ICA. 1 senior diplomat from the British Em-
bassy. Kaye College management came down
from their offices to welcome the world press.
At one point there were more cameramen on
the court than kids.

The tournament started at 10:00, with 6
MIXED teams, Bedouin and Jewish kids play-
ing together on the same team, 3 hours later it
was all over — but so successful was the
event, the morning could change the face of

Israeli cricket, and perhaps in some small way
even the entire Middle East. Medals and cer-
tificates were handed out, emotional
speeches were made, and goodbyes were
said with promises of "next year in Jerusa-
lem", for bringing cricket to Jewish and Arab
children in Jerusalem is already on the
agenda. Before that the ICA has already
planned a youth festival on the holiday of Lag
B'Omer for the kids to continue their interac-
tion, this time in Tel Aviv.

Development programme

gets into swing with youth
festival in Tel Aviv; Bedouin
children participate for first
time

Almost 100 boys and girls aged six upwards,
from Zichron Yaakov in the North, Be'er
Sheva in the South, from central areas like
Modiin, Ra'anana, Rishon L'Zion and
Netanya, from Teva school in Tel Aviv and the
Bedouin town of Hura in the Negev, de-
scended on Hadar Yosef Sports Stadium in

Tel Aviv as the Israel Cricket Association
launched their revamped development pro-

gram recently.

The program will be spearheaded by Herschel
Gutman, who recently arrived in Israel to take
up his position as national coach and develop-
ment officer. 'The idea behind the day was to
get as many youngsters who may have an
interest in cricket involved, and now get-
ting groups and clubs started up in their areas
so within a couple of months we have cricket
established in as many cities and towns as
possible' said Gutman.

Especially welcome participants in the day
were the 30 children from Hura, many of
whom made their first visit to Tel Aviv. Re-
cently introduced to cricket by the ICA in part-
nership with UK charity Cricket4Change, the
young Bedouins, smartly kitted out in their
royal blue Hura Cricket Club shirts, may be
unfamiliar with the finer intricacies of the
game, but nevertheless showed terrific enthu-
siasm and really enjoyed their day out. "l didn't
realize so many kids play cricket", said Ah-
med , in wide-eyed amazement. " | loved play-
ing with all these children, | can't wait until the
next time" said Mohammed while he ate his
chips. The pole-vault mattress, running track
and long-jump sand pit at the athletics stadium
were all added attractions for the kids, but
cricket the main focus.

Plans are underway to include some of the
most promising Bedouin children in weekly
practice sessions for the best U13 players in
the country, as well as continue to expand the
project to include even more schools in the
Negev Bedouin towns.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

sions for 2009-10

The 2009-10 edition of the ICC Intercontinental Cup will be expanded to two
divisions and include as many as 11 teams, it was announced recently.

ICC Intercontinental Cup to be expanded to two divi

The line-ups for the fifth staging of the event that began in 2004 will see Ireland,
Canada, Kenya, the Netherlands, Afghanistan and Scotland — the six Associ-
ates with ODI status — in the top division in the battle for the ICC Intercontinen-
tal Cup.

A team from Zimbabwe will line up alongside them, subject to agreement be-
tween Zimbabwe Cricket and the ICC. This follows on from a recommendation
made by the task team set up to examine cricket in Zimbabwe that reported to
the ICC Board in April.

The United Arab Emirates, Namibia, Bermuda and Uganda — the four other
Associate teams that are part of the Gatorade ICC High Performance Pro-
gramme — will play each other for the ICC Intercontinental Shield.

There will be a total of US$250,000 in prize money for the Associate teams with
US$100,000 for the winners of the ICC Intercontinental Cup and US$40,000 for
the runners-up. The winners of the ICC Intercontinental Shield will collect
US$25,000 with the runners-up pocketing US$10,000 and matches in both
divisions will have the prize of US$3,000 for an outright win.

Ireland’s captain William Porterfield receiving the 2008 cup from
Richard Done, ICC’s High Performance Manager
(Photo Getty Images)

ICC World Twenty20 comes to a TV set near you

The ICC World Twenty20 2009 in England is being broadcast in a total of 218
countries across six continents.

The 17-day tournament is featuring 12 teams with all the top international play-
ers in the world taking part in nation-versus-nation action, and with tickets for
the big event fast disappearing, fans who are unable to support their teams at
the grounds will be afforded the best possible coverage courtesy of the ICC’s
global broadcaster partner ESPN STAR Sports (ESS).

Commentary is available in 10 languages in Europe through Eurosport includ-
ing Russian, French, German, Polish and Turkish as well as many other lan-
guages around the globe

All 27 matches in the men’s event will be covered live by ESS while both
women’s semi-finals and the final will also be beamed around the globe giving
unprecedented exposure to women’s Twenty20 cricket.

The men’s event is likely to be most-viewed cricket tournament in history as
women’s game will receive further profile boost

In addition, 10 of the warm-up matches were also televised live.
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Spring break recruitment in Turkey

Perfect spring weather greeted recruitment efforts at Bilkent University's Spring
Week Festival in early May helping volunteers to sign up more than 150 stu-
dents interested in learning about and ultimately playing cricket.

Under the theme of celebrating the ICC's centenary celebrations, the stall next
to the main stage of the festival was decorated with posters depicting local
teams and previous matches as well as famous scenes from international
cricket. As an inducement to sign up volunteers handed out footballs, t-shirts,
volleyballs and two lucky persons won an MP3 player. A bit of "backyard
cricket" was also played around the stall to give visitors a feel for the game that
is virtually unknown in Turkey. The new members of the Turkish Cricket Fan
Club under the leadership of masters student ener Sen will now be targeted
with direct e-mails, invited to cricket club parties and videos on Campus, will be
able to take part in cricket computer game competitions and are now members
of a Turkish Cricket Fan Club online forum to be set up shortly.

Most importantly though the new members will take part in a basic cricket
course in October 2009 aimed at introducing the game and building a future for
Turkish cricket.

Turkey’s stall at the Spring Festival
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ICC Associate Mem-

BBC win TV highlights
rights to ICC World Twen-
ty20 2009 and ICC Cricket
World Cup 2011

The International Cricket Council, ESPN
STAR Sports and the British Broadcasting
Corporation have announced that BBC has
won the rights to broadcast the television
highlights of the ICC World Twenty20 Eng-
land 2009 and the ICC Cricket World Cup
2011 held jointly in India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh. The deal includes high-
lights, clip and i-player rights.

Dominic Coles, Director of Rights and Fi-
nance, said: ‘We are delighted to be broad-
casting television highlights of the ICC World
Twenty 20, being played in England this year
for the first time, followed by highlights of the
ICC Cricket World Cup 2011 in Asia. This
deal reinforces the importance of cricket to
BBC Sport, with these TV highlights sitting
alongside our iconic Test Match Special cov-
erage on the radio and our extensive report-
ing across our BBC News and BBC Online
output.'

ICC Chief Executive Haroon Lorgat said:
"This is good news for the tournament and for
cricket in general. The ICC is keen that the
World Twenty20 - and all our events - should
be viewed by as many people as possible
around the world and to have a major terres-
trial broadcaster such as the BBC showing
the cricket will be a great boost.. It gives
everyone with a television set in the UK the
chance to follow their national teams at the
event. So it's not just about England and
Wales, but also the ability to follow the for-
tunes of Scotland and Ireland - and it will
ensure supporters of all those teams get to
see their stars in action.”

Said Manu Sawhney, Managing Director of
ESPN STAR Sports: “We are delighted to
partner with BBC for these two iconic ICC

cricket events. The ICC World Twenty 20 will
be held in England for the first time this year,
and we are extremely pleased to work with
them and further extend the popularity of this
exciting format of cricket to legions of pas-
sionate cricket fans across the United King-
dom. The inaugural ICC Twenty20 World
Cup in 2007 was a phenomenal success in
terms of the introduction of new broadcast
production innovations, widespread global
distribution and record viewership. We are
confident of building on the success of
this property and the fans can look forward
to exciting action when the tournament kicks
off this June”.

Commenting on the new deal, ICC Regional
Development Manager — Europe Richard
Holdsworth said: “To be able to watch two
ICC events on a terrestrial channel in the UK
is fantastic news; however with broadcast-
ing also extending to BBC i-player means
that cricket supporters from across Europe
will be able to watch the highlights over the
internet at any time of the day. With three of
our Member countries competing in the ICC
World Twenty20 this will provide European
cricket with some much deserved media
exposure which will hopefully continue to
grow and develop the sport in our region."

Below: The Netherland’'s’ Tom de Grooth v
England at the WT20 (Photo Getty Images)

Above: Niall O'Brien with the Man of the Match
Award for Ireland’s match v Bangladesh at the WT20
(Photo Getty Images)
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